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Ukrainian redress bill tabled in House 


By Marco Levytsky 
With files from the House of Commons, UCCLA, UCPBF and UCC - APC 

Inky Mark, Member of Parliament for Dauphin-Swan River, on April 5 
introduced a Private Member’s Bill that would see justice finally served 
to the descendents of those Ukrainian people who were interned in camps 
during World War I. 

Mark’s Bill, C-331, is described as “an Act to recognize the injustice 
that was done to persons of Ukrainian descent and other Europeans who 
were interned at the time of the First World War and to provide for public 
commemoration and for restitution which is to be devoted to education 
and promotion of tolerance.” 

“The internment of so many Ukrainian people as ordered by the gov- 
ernment of Canada is one of Canada’s darkest moments. It is an issue on 
which I have worked hard to drawn attention. The families of those in- 
terned deserve at least an apology,” Mark said. 

Speaking with Ukrainian News, Mark said history should be presented 
in a fair manner. 

“Every part of Canadian history is important. The problem with this 
and other events is that we don’t even acknowledge them them, let alone 
commemorate them,” he said. 

“T guess I have a broader approach to history because I myself am an 
immigrant,” said the Alliance MP who is of Chinese origin. 

The bill, entitled the Ukrainian Canadian Restitution Act, calls upon 
the Minister of Canadian Heritage to: 

» Cause memorial plaques to be installed at any of the 24 concentration 
camps at which persons of Ukrainian descent and other Europeans were 
interned during and after the First World War, which do not yet have such 
plaques, describing the events at that time and the regrets of present-day 
Canadians, written in Ukrainian, English and French; 

» Ensure that all memorial plaques at concentration camps, whenever 
installed, are properly maintained; and 

e Establish a permanent museum in Banff National Park, at the site of 
the concentration camp that was established there, with signage in Ukrain- 
ian, English and French, providing information on 

(1) the operation of all the concentration camps established in Canada at 
the time of the First World War; and 

(ii) the role that Ukrainian Canadians have played in the building of 
Canada since that time. 

It also calls upon the Minister of Canadian Heritage to arrange for suit- 
able ceremonies at the time of installation of each memorial plaque and at 
the opening of the museum. 

As well, the bill calls for the Minister of Canadian Heritage, in coopera- 
tion with the Minister of Finance, to negotiate with the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Civil Liberties Association (UCCLA) a suitable payment in restitu- 
tion for the confiscation of property and other assets from Ukrainian Ca- 
nadians, which shall be applied to: 

¢ The development and production of educational materials that cover 
Canada’s past internment policies and activities and their distribution to 
schools, colleges and universities, 
with the objective of widening un- 
derstanding of the harm of ethnic, 
religious or racial intolerance and 
discrimination, and the importance 
of the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms in protecting all Ca- 
nadians from such injustice in the 
future; and 

» Such other educational projects 
as are agreed to in consultation with 
the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Lib- 
erties Association. 

The bill calls upon the Minister 
of Public Works and Government 
Services shall instruct Canada Post 
Corporation to issue a stamp or set 
of stamps to commemorate the in- 
ternment of persons of Ukrainian 
descent and other Europeans during 
the First World War. 

And finally, it directs the Minis- 
ter of Justice to undertake a review 
of the Emergencies Act and report 
to parliament within a year of the 
date this Act comes into force with 
recommendations on any legislative 
changes necessary to ensure that 

unjust internment such as that de- 
scribed in the preamble never again 
occurs in Canada. 
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Folk costumes on display 


A colourful display of Ukrainian folk costumes was held at the Ukrainian National Federation Hall in Edmon- 
ton, April 1. The fashion show was arranged by Chester Kuc along with the Ukrainian Women’s Organization 
of Canada and the Cheremosh and Volya dance ensembles. Pictured above are the participants. For more, see 


the Ukrainian-language story on page 8. 


Україна потрапила до списку 


(3) 6 e e 

(«Українська Правда») Україна i Пакистан 
потрапили до категорії найбідніших країн світу 
в останній доповіді Світового банку. У цій же 
категорії знаходяться інші країни пострадянського 
простору - Молдова, Грузія, Азербайджан. 

Однак Україна увійшла до підкатегорії найбід- 
ніших країн світу з невисоким рівнем зовнішньої 
заборгованості після того, як річний прибуток 
на душу населення в країні вперше опустився 
нижче відмітки у $750. Роком раніше до цієї 
категорії попала Індонезія. 

Пакістан приєднався до таких країн, як Руанда 
і Нікарагуа, які накопичили при надто низьких 
прибутках населення, сотні мільйонів долярів 
зовнішнього боргу, який, однак може бути списано 
в межах міжнародної ініціятиви зі списання боргів 
найбіднішим боржникам світу. Киргизія і Бенін 
також увійшли до цієї категорії через зростання 
зовнішньої заборгованості на тлі низького рівня 
експорту. 

Разом з тим Китай вийшов зі списку країн з 
найнижчими прибутками завдяки економічному 
зростанню, яке в останні 20 років складало в 
середньому 10% на рік. Це викликало стурбо- 
ваність китайського уряду, оскільки перехід до 
нової категорії може ускладнити отримання нових 
кредитів СБ. 

Естонія, Екваторіяльна Гвінея i Македонія були 
переведені до категорії країн з середнім рівнем 
прибутків. Росія - нижній середній. 

Україна отримала новий статус за рік після 
заяви Світового Банку про те, що вона більше 
не може отримувати кредити банку за заниженими 
відсотковими ставками. 

Наслідки нового статусу України, на прохання 
УП, прокоментував провідний експерт Україн- 
ського центру економічних і політичних дослід- 
жень Володимир Сіденко. 

На думку експерта, тепер Україна може претен-- 
дувати на цілу низку пільг, як країна з низьким 


країн світу 
рівнем прибутку. «Ми можемо претендувати на 
більш пільгові кредити, на зменшення рівня 
митних зборів на ринках різних країн», - зазначив 
Володимир Сіденко. 

Зараз Україна користується кредитами ЕБРР, 
нагадав експерт. «Однак у них є організація — 
Міжнародна асоціяція розвитку. Ми до останнього 
часу не потрапляли до групи країн, які могли 
користуватися більш дешевими кредитами цієї 
організації. Це якоюсь мірою може бути аргу- 
ментом на користь нового статусу України». 

Відповідаючи на питання УТІ про те, чи вплине 
це рішення СБ на політику Міжнародного 
валютного фонду щодо України, Володимир 
Сіденко відповів, що «МВФ не кредитує 3a 
ознакою бідності». «Фонед підходить до можли- 
вості кредитування з точки зору пакету реформ 
в конкретній країні. У нас, до речі, із зобов'язан-- 
нями перед МВФ не гаразд, зокрема, не зменшено 
мито на насіння соняшника», - нагадав експерт. 

«Однак в структурі самого МВФ також іде 
реформа. Ця реформа передбачає, що буде 
виділятися кредитування саме для бідних країн. 
Це реформа проводиться за наполяганням США, 
оскільки раніше багато небідних країн отримувало 
кредити фонду. Типовий приклад - Росія. Сьогодні 
політика МВФ спрямована на те, щоб більшою 
мірою виділяти кредити для дійсно бідних країн. 
А ми тепер не потрапимо під фільтрування 
багатих країн. 

Але, не варто забувати, що є багато інших 
аргументів, крім нашої бідності. Це, передусім, 
політика і програма реформ, яка схвалена МВФ. 
Ha тлі останніх політичних Подій і можливої 
відставки Ющенка, ситуація залишається не виз- 
наченою. А позиція МВФ автоматично ретран- 
слюється на позицію Світового Банку. Так що 
новий статус України ще не означає, що нас 
заплє дощ дешевих кредитів», - упевнений 
експерт. 
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Німці бояться видати 
Жердицького Україні 


Будуть самі його судити 


(«Українська Правда») Внутрішня політична 
нестабільність в Україні не спонукає представників 
німецької прокуратури до видачі українській владі 
народного депутата, колишнього президента АТ 
«Градобанк» Віктора Жердицького. Про це пише 
у понеділок 9 квітня німецький журнал “Der 
Spiegel”, статтю якого стисло переказує агентство 
Інтерфакс Україна. 

Німецькі власті побоюються, що у разі видачі 
Україні народного депутата, який знаходиться в 
цей час у в'язниці попереднього утримання в 
Німеччині, він буде випущений на свободу. 

Процес у справі Жердицького, ймобірно, відбу-- 
деться в Німеччині у суді федеральної землі 
Нижня Саксонія місто Гильдесгайм. 

Журнал пише, що Жердицький почав свої 
операції у Німеччині ще 1993-го року, де в 
місті Ведемарк зареєстрував компанію Zel GmbH. 
Крім того, він і його сім'я жили тривалий час 
в Ганновері. 

З посиланням на ганноверського прокурора 
Ларса Бурітарда повідомляється, що ганноверська 
прокуратура заарештувала рахунки Жердицького 
та його фірми у Німеччині. 

Ще чотири людини, громадяни Німеччини i 
Росії, проходять у справі українського депутата, 
що підозрюються в операціях із відмивання гро- 
шей. Німецька прокуратура в ході слідства плянує 
арештувати додаткові DM 12 млн. 

Німецькій прокуратурі вдалося встановити, що 
Жердицький переводив кошти фонду виплат ко- 
лишнім в'язням нацизму через кореспондентський 
рахунок «Градобанку» в мюнхенському Нуроу-- 
ereinsbank i Люксембурзі як кредит для компанії 
німецької KMK Export-Import GmbH (DM 9,36 
млн.) та ірландської KCI-Energy Ltd. (DM 5,328 
млн.). У справі Жердицького присутня також 
низка фірм, зареєстрованих на Кіпрі і о. Мен 
(Великобританія). 

За словами Бургтарда, кошти фонду під час 
фінансових транзакцій «просто розщеплювалися». 
Зараз слідчі німецької прокуратури хочуть довес-- 


ти, що кошти фонду переказувалися на рахунки 
«Уявних компаній», які використовувалися Жер- 
дицьким для приховання походження фінансових 
коштів. 

За даними німецької прокуратури, пише журнал, 
власники компаній, на рахунки яких Жердицький 
переводив грошові кошти, були довіреними 
особами колишнього голови правління банку. 

Як повідомили агентству Інтерфакс- Україна 
в Міністерстві юстиції федеральної землі Нижня 
Саксонія, згідно з німецьким карним кодексом, 
Жердицький у разі встановлення його вини в 
справі розкрадання валютних коштів може бути 
засуджений до 10 років позбавлення волі, а дві 
третини терміну він повинен відсидіти в Німеч- 
чині. 

Колишній керівник «Градобанку» Жердицький 
11 жовтня 2000 р. був затриманий в Ганновері 
місцевими правоохоронними органами під час 
спроби зняти зі свого рахунку в банку 50 тис. 
долярів. Йому пред'явлене обвинувачення в 
розкраданні DM 86 млн., виділених німецьким 
урядом для українських жертв нацистських pen— 
ресій. Верховна Рада дала згоду на притягнення 
до карної відповідальності і арешт народного 
депутата Жердицького, проти якого і в Україні 
порушено кримінальну справу за фактом розкра- 
дання валютних коштів в особливо великих роз- 
мірах. У грудні минулого року генеральний про- 
курор України Михайло Потебенько заявив, що 
Генпрокуратура чекає екстрадиції Жердицького. 

Відповідно до рішення уряду Німеччини в 1993- 
94 роках жертвам нацизму в Україні, Молдові, 
а також в країнах Середньої Азії і Закавказзя 
(постраждалим на території України) було виді- 
лено для виплат DM 400 млн. Компенсації вип- 
лачувалися протягом кількох років 580 тисячам 
жертв нацизму. Виплати проводилися через 5 
українських банків - «Промінвестбанк», Ощад- 
банк, «Брокбізнесбанк», банк «Україна», «Градо- 
банк». На 1-го січня 1997 р. «Градобанк» випла-- 
тив DM 66 млн. і заборгував більше DM 85. 
млн. За рішенням уряду України замість «Градо- 
банка» виплати став проводити банк «Україна». 


МВФ встав на захист 
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UCSS is providing various services: 
counselling and advice, ; 
einformation, referral and translation services, 
eaid in sponsorship of immigrants and refugees, 

eparcels and money delivered to Ukraine, 
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колишнього заступника Ющенка 


(«Українська ШПравда»)-- 
Представник Міжнародного ва- 
лютного фонду виступив із зая- 
вою, що оприлюднені обвинува-- 
чення української прокуратури 
до колишнього заступника голо-- 
ви Нацбанку України Володими-- 
ра Бондаря стосуються операцій, 
що ретельно контролювалися 
фондом, i МВФ не бачить 
підстав зараз переглядати ре- 
зультати проведених аудитів. 

інтерфакс-Україна переказує 
опублікованого 12 квітня листа 
директора департаменту внут- 
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рішніх відносин МВФ Томаса 
Доусона головному редактору 
британської газети Financial 
Times. Як відомо, саме ЕТ взим- 
ку 2000 року почала серію пуб- 
лікацій про зловживання НБУ 
з грошима фонду, після чого 
МВФ вимушений був провести 
аудит діяльності банку, який не 


- довів велику частину обвинувачень. 


Коментуючи справу Бондаря, 
Financial Times опублікувала 6 
квітня ц.р. статтю, в якій знову 
повертається до колись скан- 
дальної теми. Представник МВФ 
зазначає в своєму листі, що у 


-| статті упущена низка фактів i 


невірно визначена роля МВФ в 
оцінці управління міжнародними 
резервами України протягом 
1997-1998 років. 

Фінансові операції, згадувані 
у статті і, які фігурують в 
новому розслідуванні української 
прокуратури, ретельно описані 
в трьох незалежних аудитах, 
численних прес-релізах МВФ і 
висновку директорів фонду при-- 
свячених цій темі і опубліко- 
ваних б вересня 2000 року, заз- 
начає Доусон. Всі ці документи 
доступні на сайті МВФ. 

Не можна стверджувати, що 
«незрозуміло», куди поділися 
«більшість» з 700 млн. долярів 
резервів національного банку, 
пише Томас Доусон. «Насправді, 
як ясно видно з аудитів, позиції 
були ретельно розписані, і Нац- 
банк України отримав всі фінан-- 
сові надходження, які мав отри- 
мати (В одній незначній тран- 


закції, не пов'язаній з 700 млн. 
долярів, про які йдеться, сума 
не могла бути встановлена через 
проблеми з ліквідністю у іно- 
земного банку)», - пише пред- 
ставник МВФ. 

Доусон стверджує, що «не бу- 
ло виявлено ніяких випадків 
зловживань фондами», про що 
мовилося у статті. До того ж, 
з 1998 року Нацбанк України 
встановив процедури, що виклю- 
чають подібні транзакції, вклю- 
чаючи щоквартальне проведення 
i публікацію результатів аудиту. 
Загалом, пише Доусон, все це 
«навряд чи можна назвати ви- 
падком коли МВФ зробив все 
можливе, щоб приховати», як 
стверджував журналіст FT. 

«Зокрема, що стосується слід- 
ства стосовно колишнього зас- 
тупника голови Нацбанку Укра-- 
їни, окремі транзакції, згадувані 
українським прокурором, були 
описані і проаналізовані в ауди-- 
тах, i у нас немає підстав на 
цьому етапі переглядати наші 
висновки», - сказано в листі. 

Від УП нагадаємо, що справа 
про зловживання у Нацбанку 
була порушена літом минулого 
року прокуратурою Києва. 19 
березня Бондаря заарештували. 
27 березня прокурор Києва 
Юрій Гайсинський оголосив про 
пред'явлення йому нових обви- 
нувачень. Гайсинський також 
має намір допитати як свідків у 
цій справі тогочасного главу 
НБУ, нині - прем'єр-міністра 
Віктора Ющенка. 
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UCC - APC greatly encouraged | КВТ 


by meeting with Grey 


(UCC - APC)—The Alberta Pro- 
vincial Council of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC - APC) is 
greatly encouraged following a 
meeting held with Alliance Deputy 
Leader Deborah Grey on the De- 
naturalization and Deportation (D & 


find him guilty of any individual war 
crime, Cabinet should not even con- 
sider the revocation of citizenship 
and immediately notify the respond- 
ent of that decision instead of “let- 
ting them hang in limbo.” 

The delegation pointed out that 
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Tomorrow 


D) issue, at her Edmonton North 
Constituency Office, April 10. 

“She appeared to be very open to 
our concerns, took copious notes on 
the issue, and told us she will raise 
the matter with both her party’s Citi- 
zenship and Justice Critics,” said 
Marco Levytsky, UCC - APC Vice 
President and Chair of UCC - APC’s 
Government Relations Committee. 

Speaking on behalf of both its 
constituents and the UCC National 
Headquarters, the UCC - APC del- 
egation drew Grey’s attention to the 
fact that when the Liberal govern- 
ment brought in the D & D policy 
in 1995 it stated in a government 
press release that: 

“The key criterion in all these pro- 
ceedings is the existence of some 
evidence of individual criminality. 
If that cannot be proven, no proceed- 
ings will be considered.” 

Yet proceedings were started 
against Toronto resident Wasyl 
Odynsky even though the govern- 
ment hadn’t even bothered to charge 
him with any war crimes. 

The delegation noted that in the 
recent ruling on the Odynsky case, 
Justice Andrew MacKay found that: 

“Mr. Odynsky did not voluntar- 
ily join the SS auxiliary forces, or 
voluntarily serve with them at 
Trawniki or Poniatowa, or later with 
the Battalion Streibel; 


Deborah Grey 


“There was no evidence of any 
incident in which he was involved 
that could be considered as directed 
wrongfully at any other individual, 
whether a forced labourer-prisoner, 
or any other person; 

“No evidence was presented of 
any wrongdoing by Mr. Odynsky 
since he came to Canada, now more 
than 50 years ago.” 

The delegation said that what the 
UCC is asking is that in all cases 
where there is no evidence of any 
war crimes, no proceedings should 
be started and, in all cases where the 

judge has ruled that there was no 
evidence of any war crime, all fur- 
ther actions against the respondent 
should be terminated immediately. 

This means that where a judge has 
ruled that a respondent may have his 
citizenship stripped and face depor- 
tation because he found that the re- 
spondent under a “balance of prob- 
abilities” misrepresented himself 
upon entering Canada, but did not 


“balance of probabilities” means a 
50.01% chance in one direction and 
49.99% in the other. The delegation 
also noted that the D & D process 
— in which there is no appeal — 
has been referred to as a “judicial 
lottery”. 

The delegation noted that the 
UCC has been consistent in advo- 
cating the prosecution of all war 
criminals — not just Nazi ones — 
in Canada, under the Canadian 
Criminal Code. 

Delegation member Dr. William 
Zuzak briefed Grey on the 
Volodymyr Katriuk case. 

He noted that Katriuk deserted 
from a Waffen SS unit that was sent 
to France and joined the French 
Résistance, subsequently joining the 
French Foreign Legion. 

He deserted from the Foreign Le- 
gion when his unit was about to be 
shipped to IndoChina (modern-day 
Vietnam) and his pro-Communist 
sergeant told him he would never get 
out of there alive. 

Katriuk rejoined the Maquis, took 
up an assumed name and emigrated 
to Canada under that name. 

However, he informed the au- 
thorities of his name change and re- 
assumed his real name upon apply- 
ing for citizenship and his explana- 
tion was accepted at the time, noted 
Dr. Zuzak. 


She Liturgical Year and the Divine 
office in the Byzantine Rite 


July 16 - 26, 2001 
7:00 - 9:05 p.m. 


Instructor: Most Rev. Lawrence Huculak, osbm 
мс 
Newman 


Theological 
College 


15611 St. Albert Trail 
Edmonton AB T6V 1H3 
Ph: (780) 447-2993 

Toll free: 1-800-386-7231 


registrar@newman.edu 
On-campus accommodation available 


Register before May 31 and save on tuition! 


ST. VLADIMIR'S COLLEGE 


a Ukrainian Catholic Boarding School for young men 
in Roblin, MB 


requires a 
IC TEACHER / CHOIR DIRECT 
for the upcoming school year 


Your responsibilities include teaching music fundamentals and 
theory, directing the choir and various instrumental music groups 


Ukrainian redress bill tabled in House 


Cont. from P. 1 


The bill was immediately supported by the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Professional and Business Federation and 
the UCCLA. 

“Tt is important for the government of Canada to bring 
closure to this long standing injustice,” said Oksana 
Bashuk Hepburn, President of UCPBF 

The UCPBF’s position was Ipreviously aid out in its 
March 1 letter to Minister of Heritage Sheila Copps 
(See Ukrainian News, April 4-17, 2001) 

“We are very pleased that there is action on this item,” 
added Bashuk Hepburn. “The Ukrainian Canadians 
have been working on making Canada a success story 
for over 110 years. Yet, the government has failed them 
for nearly a century on this matter. We hope that the 
government will support the Ukrainian Canadian Res- 
titution Act.” 

“A few elderly survivors of Canada’s first national 
internment operations are still alive. Passing Mr. Mark’s 
Bill would ensure that the nation remembers what they 
needlessly endured,” said UCCLA Chairman John B. 
Gregorovich 

“By providing for historical markers at all of the in- 
ternment camp sites and for the development of educa- 
tional materials and a permanent museum recalling this 
unfortunate episode in Canada’s history, this Act would 
resolve our community’s calls for acknowledgement 
and restitution and do so in a timely and honourable 
fashion. 

“We call upon the Prime Minister, the Right Hon- 
ourable Jean Chretien, who in 1993 promised his per- 

sonal support and that of the Liberal Party of Canada 
for redress to the Ukrainian Canadian community, to 
support Mr. Mark’s initiative. We also ask all MPs in 
the House of Commons to recognize that the passage 
of this Act will help make certain that no other Cana- 
dian ethnic, religious or racial minority ever suffers as 
Canada’s Ukrainians once did. We believe this is а non- 
partisan issue and we hope all MPs will treat it that 
way, affording the proper respect to the many unfortu- 
nate Ukrainians and other Europeans — men, women 
and children, immigrants and naturalized British sub- 
jects alike — who suffered imprisonment, the confis- 
cation of their wealth, disenfranchisement, and other 
state-sanctioned indignities. Passing Mr Mark’s Bill 
would finally bring closure to our calls for the righting 
of this historical injustice,’ Gregorovich added. 
April 11, the UCPBF and UCCLA were joined by 


the Ukrainian Canadian Congress - Alberta Provincial 
Council, which, at its monthly board meeting that 
evening, unanimously passed a resolution voicing its 
public support for Bill C-331 and urging UCC National, 
all other Provincial Councils and all Local Branches 
to do likewise. 

“If passed, this Act would provide for the recogni- 
tion of this unfortunate episode in our national history, 
in part through the development of educational mate- 
rials for Canadian schools and a permanent museum 
about Canada’s first national internment operations, the 
latter to be situated in Banff National Park. 

“A total of four camps were located in Alberta (Cave 
& Basin and Castle Mountain in Banff National Park; 
Jasper, Lethbridge and Munson/Eaton near 
Drumheller). There can be no doubt that these intern- 
ment operations had a profoundly traumatic impact on 
our community, both in this province and elsewhere 
across Canada. 

“To date, the Alberta Provincial Council of the UCC 
and its constituent organizations have supported the 
work undertaken by the Ukrainian Canadian Civil Lib- 
erties Association, which has seen to the installation 
of trilingual historical markers, interpretative panels 
and a statue, at Jasper National Park, Banff National 
Park (both the Castle Mountain and Cave & Basin 
sites). We have also learned that a marker was installed 
in Lethbridge, through the efforts of the local UCC 
branch and the Lethbridge Historical Society. 

“To ensure that this unfortunate episode in Canada’s 
history is not forgotten, so that no other Canadian eth- 
nic, religious or racial minority ever suffers as ours 
once did, we wholeheartedly endorse Mr. Mark’s pro- 
posed Act, and call upon MPs of all parties represented 
in the House of Commons, and particularly upon all 
MPs from the province of Alberta, to call for a vote on 
Bill C 331, and to join us in endorsing it. Doing so 
would resolve the Ukrainian Canadian community’s 
calls for acknowledgement and restitution in a timely 
and honourable fashion,” read the UCC - APC resolu- 
tion. 

Mark was also instrumental in publishing a partial 
listing of those who were actually interned in theses 
camps. Last year, “Roll Call” was distributed all over 
Canada thanks in large part to Mark and UCCLA 

People interested in getting copies of roll call should 
contact Mark’s constituency office at (204) 622-4659, 
fax: (204) .638-5620. 


as well as aspects of a unique music and performing arts program. 


Your are a certified teacher and have a demonstrated commitment 


to the Ukrainian Catholic faith and Catholic education. 


An understanding of Ukrainian culture and religious tradition 
as well as instructional knowledge of Ukrainian Catholic 
liturgical music is essential for this position. 

Send resume by May 31, 2001 to: 

St. Vladimir's College Personnel Committee 
Box 789, Roblin, MB ROL 1P0 


Fax: 204-937-8265 
Email: info@stvlads.net 


Celebrate 
Mother's Day 


Enjoy Brunch or an 
Evening Buffet in the 
beautiful surroundings 
of the Grand Ballroom 
in the Chateau Louis 
Conference Centre 


Call: 453-6500 for details or reservations 
Tel + ei + i + Їж ж їні + 1 + et + at 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, Alberta 
1-800-661-9843 
www.chateaulouis.com 
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Кучма про реабілітацію 
жертв політичних репресій 


(«День») - Президент Леонід Кучма висловлюється за найскоріше 
прийняття в новій редакції закону про реабілітацію жертв 
політичних репресій і наголошує на i вирішення проблеми 
соціяльного статусу воїнів Української повстанської армії (УПА). 

Під час зустрічі в Києві з представниками всеукраїнського 
товариства політичних в'язнів глава держави повідомив, що доручив 
Кабінету Міністрів допрацювати законопроєкт про реабілітацію 
жертв репресій, щоб парлямент міг його ухвалити до 
парляментських канікул. 

Л. Кучма також висловився за вирівнювання в соціяльних 
правах вояків УПА, наголосивши на необхідності розв'язання 
цієї проблеми цивілізованим шляхом, як це було зроблено в 
Европі, зокрема в Німеччині та Іспанії. «Не можна протиставляти 
українців українцям», - передає слова глави держави Інтерфакс- 
Україна. При цьому Президент підкреслив, що не може вирішити 
цю проблему своїм указом, зазначивши, що це повинна зробити 
Верховна Рада шляхом ухвалення закону. 


LAWYERS 
АДВОКАТИ 


Вгода & Company 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


Шог Broda 


DENTURISTS 
ЗУБНІ ТЕХНІКИ 


CHEKERDA'S 
Denture Clinic Ltd. 
Rosslyn Shopping Centre 
Edmonton 


#103 -15333 Castle Downs Rd Mek ae 


Edmonton, AB T5X 3Y7 13562 - 97 Street 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 | Ph.: (780) 475-0011 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST —— ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B3 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS - ДЕНТИСТИ YOU CAN 
Dr. a ae HAVE THIS 
SPACE! 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB T5H 013 
Call: 


(780) 420-1510 
(780) 488-3693 


Extended Hours: 
Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 


Говоримо по-українському 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 


хі 


«Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також друкуємо 
в англійській мові, нашу газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 

| найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 
будь ласка, на таку адресу: 
| Name: 


| Address 
City 
Це дарунок від: 


Prov. 


іни: 


В Канаді: 1 рік (24 примірники): 935.00 (Кан.) 

2 роки (48 примірників): 965.00 (Кан.) 
{ua включає ПТО ["GST")) 

Поза Канадою: акі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 


Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою» 


Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, АВ T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693; Fax: (780) 488-3859 
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«Це жах!» - говорить Головатий 
про рішення комітету ПАРЕ 


(«Українська Правда») «Такої ганьби не заз- 
навала жодна країна, якої зазнала Україна на 
засіданні моніторінгового комітету ПАРЕ - 
такими словами почав свій виступ на з'їзді Форуму 
національного порятунку Сергій Головатий. Він 
щойно повернувся з Европи і не міг говорити 
про щось інше, окрім рішення комітету. Він 
повідомив, що розгляд українського питання був 
винятковим. З 9:30 до 14 години дуже жорстко 
і емоційно члени комітету говорили про Україну. 

Головатий уточнив, звертаючись до журналістів, 
що формулювання було найжорсткішим з усіх 
можливих. «Я продивив українські видання, в 
яких мова йде про призупинення повноважень 
делегації. Ні. Прийнято рекомендацію почати 
процедуру виключення України з Ради Европи! 
Це жах!», - емоційно заявив Головатий. 

Головатий процитував два підпункти з пункту 
9 резолюції, проєкт якої після голосування 
моніторингового комітету винесено на квітневу 
сесію ПАРЕ: «а) Розпочати процедуру виклю- 
чення України з Ради Европи; б) Рекомендувати 
Комітету міністрів вжити статутних дій на 
виключення України з Ради Европи». 

Він звернув увагу, що вплинуло на це рішення 
не кількість кодексів, які не змогла ухвалити 
ВР. «Не цікавить їх це. Це не їм потрібно, це 
нам потрібний демократичний судоустрій та 
кодекси», - говорить опозиціонер. 

Головним, що вплинуло на рішення моніторін- 
гового комітету є недемократичні вибори Кучми, 
так званий референдум, корупція, стан із грома- 
дянськими свободами, вбивствами журналістів, 
політиків, справа Гонгадзе. «За це відповідають 
Кучма і його міністри», - процитував Головатий 
думку членів комітету. 

«Я був теж деморалізований, я не чекав такого 
рішення. Потім їм говорили: ви штовхаєте нас 
до Росії. Відповідають: це ваша справа. Відпові- 


дальність за рішення моніторінгового комітету 
лежить виключно в політиці Кучми з 94 року», 
- таку думку кілька разів повторив Головатий і 
з трибуни, а потім і на прес-конференції. 

«Ця держава не може бути в нашій сім'ї, 
Більш одіозної фігури, ніж Кучма, після Мило- 
шевича в Европі немає», - говорили Головатому 
члени комітету. Ї все ж народний депутат розуміє, 
що це рішення вплине не тільки на Кучму, а й 
відгукнеться для всього народу. Головатий, якого 
президент неодноразово звинувачував у тому, 
що він ллє бруд на Україну в Европі, сподіва- 
ється, що формулювання моніторінгового комі- 
тету на засідання ПАРЕ буде змінено. 

Технологія можливого виключення України є 
такою: рекомендації комітету розглядає парлямен- 
тська асамблея і, залишаючи формулювання без 
змін, рекомендує Раді міністрів ухвалити таке 
рішення. Остаточне рішення буде ухвалено у 
червні 2001 року. 

Поки Головатий розповідав своїм колегам та 
журналістам наскільки жахливим є рішення 
моніторингового комітету і що на це рішення 
вплинула не законодавча діяльність парляменту, 
прес-служба президента розповсюдила іншу 
версію. Президент звернувся з листом до ВР з 
проханням докласти зусиль для прискорення 
розгляду проєктів законів, які входять до списку 
тих зобов'язань, які Україна взяла на себе під 
час вступу до Ради Европи. Таким чином пре- 
зидент сподівається покращити ставлення до Ук- 
раїни. Нагадаємо, що не тільки Головатий, а й 
сама доповідачка ПАРЕ Ганна Северінсен гово- 
рила про те, що закони і кодекси зараз турбують 
їх менше за все. Справа зовсім в іншому. 

А тим часом глава МЗС Анатолій Зленко 
висловив свою не досить дипломатичну позицію: 
мовляв, рішення моніторингового комітету носить 
емоційний характер. 


Росія спробує відстояти Україну перед ПАРЕ, 


(«Українська Правда») Делегація Федеральних 
зборів Росії в ПАРЕ навряд чи погодиться 3 
рішенням моніторінгового комітету рекомендувати 
комітету міністрів Ради Европи почати процедуру 
припинення членства України в СЕ. «Ми не 
вважаємо за потрібне припиняти членство України 
в СЕ», - заявив в інтерв'ю російському агентству 
Інтерфакс, 10-го квітня, керівник делегації росій- 
ських парляментарів, глава комітету Держдуми 
з міжнародних справ Дмітрій Рогозін. 

На думку Рогозіна, зроблені комісією ПАРЕ 
висновки зумовлені «нерозумінням суті питання 
і глибини проблем, які сьогодні стоять перед 
Україною». 

«Багато в чому рішення комісії пов'язані і З 
тим, що певна частина політичного спектру в 
Україні намагається форсувати дострокові прези- 
дентські вибори, використовуючи для цього справу 


журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе і низку інших 
проблем», - вважає глава російської парлямент-- 
ської делегації. 

За його оцінкою, Україна переживає «найважчу 
кризу», «викликану насамперед тим, що з боку 
українського керівництва була зроблена ставка 
на підтримку з боку Заходу, але вона себе не 
виправдала». 

«Захід не має наміру витрачати мільярди 
долярів на українську незалежність, а відносини 
ж України з Росією досі належно не відрегу- 
льовані», - сказав депутат. При цьому він визнав, 
що, швидше за все, на сесії ПАРЕ українській 
делегації доведеться дуже важко. «I не тільки 
тому, що відповідні рекомендації надішли від 
комісії з моніторингу, але і тому, що сама 
українська делегація не є цілісним утворенням», 
- зазначив Рогозін. 


Загроза єдиному в Криму українському храму 


Володимир Притула 

(«Радіо Свобода»)- Напередодні Великодня 
парафіяни симферопольського кафедрального 
собору святих рівноапостольних князя Володимира 
і княгині Ольги УПЦ Київського Патріярхату 
постали перед загрозою відзначати це найбільше 
християнське свято на вулиці. Фонд майна АРК. 
зажадав, аби Кримська Єпархія Київського 
Патріярхату звільнила приміщення храму. 

- Не провокувати міжконфесійного розбрату 
в Криму - закликали кримську владу парафіяни 
і священики симферопольського кафедрального 
собору святих князя Володимира і княгині Ольги 


YIM Київського Патріярхату у заяві, оприлюд- 


неній в Симферополі у страсну п'ятницю. 350 
осіб підписалися під вимогою до влади не від- 
бирати у віруючих цей храм. 

Незадовго до Великодня Фонд майна АРК 
зажадав, аби Кримська єпархія УПЩ Київського 
Патріярхату звільнила приміщення собору. Пред- 
ставники Фонду стверджують, що приміщення 
храму використовується не за призначенням. Зараз 
у будівлі колишнього військового клубу розта- 
шовано два храми: верхній - князя Володимира 
і княгині Ольги та нижній - святого Миколая. 
Після кількох звернень віруючих до кримської 
влади, Фонд майна АРК милостиво погодився 
залишити єпархії нижній храм, розрахований 
максимум на 20 осіб. Все ж інше чиновники 
збираються відібрати. 

Єпископ Кримський i Симферопольський Кли- 
мент каже, що Великдень кримські українці зус- 
трічають і в радості, і в тривозі. У тривозі, бо 


попри обіцянки керівників уряду автономії, пи- 
тання про передачу будівлі храму у довготривалу 
оренду, або ж у власність єпархії - досі не 
вирішено, а представники Фонду уже проводять 
опис усіх приміщень. . 

Тим часом автори цитованого раніше звернення 
заявили, що всіма доступними способами бо- 
ронитимуць свою церкву. Як повідомила газета 
«Кримська світлиця», парафіяни симферопольсь- 
кого кафедрального собору святих рівноапостоль- 
них князя Володимира і княгині Ольги УПЩ 
Київського Патріярхату готують акції протесту, 
як тільки закінчаться Великодні свята. 


Карпати потребують 


державного захисту 


(«День»)--Голови західноукраїнських об- 
ласних організацій «Демократичного союзу» 
звернулися до JI. Кучми, I. Плюща та В. 
Ющенка з пропозиціями щодо вирішення 
екологічних проблем Закарпаття. 

Зокрема, Президентові України запро- 
поновано призначити спеціяльне засідання 
РНБО щодо еколого-економічних проблем 
Карпатського регіону; ініціювати комплексні 
дослідження екосистеми українських Карпат; 
забезпечити ухвалення Державної програми 
рекреаційних заходів у Карпатах та пере- 
орієнтацію регіонального господарчого 
комплексу на екологічно безпечні види 
діяльності. 
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Oligarchs, Communists unite to oust Yushchenko 


(Rukh Insider/RFE/RL)—As anticipated, the April 17 ap- 
pearance by Prime Minister Viktor Yushchenko in the 
Verkhovna Rada was a dry-run for the vote of confidence set 
for April 19. 

Communist deputies sharply questioned Yushchenko claim- 
ing, improbably, that he was responsible for the country’s ills. 
Deputies from the four parliamentary factions which stand 
solidly behind Yushchenko — Yuriy Kostenko’s Rukh, 
Hennadiy Udovenko’s Rukh, the Reforms and Order party of 
Viktor Pynzenyk and the Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists 
— tried to counter criticism of Yushchenko’s government. 

Speaking in parliament Yushchenko sounded confident and 
insisted that his government had turned Ukraine’s economy 
around for the first time since independence was declared ten 
years ago. 

He said that it is “a decisive time” for Ukraine and the coun- 
try must stick with his government’s broad reform plan or 
risk falling “into an abyss,” Reuters reported. 

Yushchenko said his government’s plan is а “pro-Ukrain- 
ian policy” and he is proud of that fact. Yushchenko added 
that “for the first time in Ukraine’s modern history we see a 
real gross national product growth in practically every sector 
of the economy.” 

Deputies supporting Yushchenko placed at the front of the 
chamber dozens of boxes filled with a reported 3.6 million 
signatures of Ukrainians who back Yushchenko’s cabinet. 

After his address, Yushchenko went outside the building to 
speak at a rally for his government. He told a few thousand 
supporters assembled there that the only way out of the diffi- 
cult economic situation in the country is “with a political and 
public dialogue.” 

Despite Yushchenko’s address, parliament deputies voted 


US grants asylum to Melnychenko 


“deep amazement regarding the de- the US has displayed a double stand- 


(RFE/RL/Eastern Economist)— 


252-62 in favor of holding a non-confidence vote on the gov- 
ernment, AP reported. The vote was supported mainly by an 
alliance of Communist and centrist factions. A non-confidence 
vote must be held within 10 days and a simple majority in the 
450-seat unicameral parliament will be enough to dismiss the 
government. 

Former President Leonid Kravchuk, of the centrist United 
Social-Democratic Party, said the “chances are great” that 
the government will be brought down in a vote, but that he 
still hopes that Yushchenko will agree to form a coalition 
government that includes more parties in the cabinet. 

Actually, the vote is not in doubt. The leading clan group- 
ing in the Rada, the Social Democratic Party (united) — 
SDPU(o) — headed by the Rada’s First Deputy Chairman 
Viktor Medvedchuk, and the Democratic Union faction 
headed by Oleksandr Volkov along with Mykhailo Brodsky’s 
Yabluko party total 78 deputes. Added to the Trudova 
Ukrayina faction headed by probably Yushchenko successor 
Serhiy Tihipko and the communists, the total vote for ousting 
Yushchenko is at least 235 out of a total of 450, with 226 
required: 

In addition, the People’s Democratic Party faction of former 
Prime Minister Valery Pustovoitenko with its 18 votes are in- 
dicating they will vote non-confidence. Various communist 
radicals such as Natalia Vitrenko, Wolodymyr Marchenko and 
others are sure to support the non-confidence vote as well. 

The attack began in earnest in early March when 
Medvedchuk issued a challenge to Yushchenko to reapportion 
ministerial posts, which the latter correctly termed an “ultima- 
tum.” Yushchenko replied with efforts to put together a draft 
political agreement between the Cabinet of Ministers and par- 
liament. The Rada, under Medvedchuk’s guidance, consigned 
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this initiative to committee, where it promptly died off. 

Just to drive the point home, on April 13 the SDPU(o) Po- 
litburo adopted a resolution criticizing Yushchenko’s govern- 
ment for not doing everything that it had in fact accomplished: 
not working toward raising people’s welfare, not beginning 
structural reforms, not lowering the tax burden, not decreas- 
ing the number of problems in the humanitarian sphere. 

Yushchenko’s only real hope was Kuchma, the only figure 
with enough authority to call off the dogs. This he refused to 
do, commenting early on that Yushchenko should “test him- 
self out” a bit longer. There was in fact no chance that Kuchma 
would save Yushchenko. The President's true feelings in this 
regard are eloquently revealed in portions of audio record- 
ings from the “cassette-gate” scandal, where Kuchma stated 
“T will destroy Yushchenko.” 

Yet Kuchma’s position is not that simple, since the popular 
Yushchenko’s removal would further damage his already 
abysmal image. Thus the latest plan by “Bankova,” as the 
President’s administration is known (named for the street it 
is located on), to let the clan-communist union remove 
Yushchenko and then reappoint him in a temporary position. 
Yushchenko would remain in a suspended state so long as he 
lacked confirmation by the Rada. This tactic would kill three 
birds with one stone: Yushchenko would nominally continue 
to fulfill the functions of Prime Minister, thereby appeasing 
the West; he would be significantly constrained while addi- 
tional power is channeled to “Bankova,” and he could not 
replace Kuchma in the event of the latter’s resignation over 
the “cassette-gate” scandal. This explains Yushchenko’s re- 
cent statement that he will not agree to serve as “temporary” 
Prime Minister. The clans will push him out and, after a very 
difficult year, he sounds as if he is ready for it. 
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The U.S. State Department con- 
firmed on April 16 that Washington 
has granted political asylum to 
Mykola Melnychenko, the former 
bodyguard of Ukrainian President 
Leonid Kuchma, and the wife and 
two daughters of the missing jour- 
nalist Heorhiy Gongadze, Reuters 
reported. 

State Department spokesman Ri- 
chard Boucher said the decision to 
grant asylum was based on “stand- 
ard international practice,” and did 
not signal a change in U.S. policy 
toward Ukraine. 

Melnychenko has been in hiding 
in Europe since releasing audio 
tapes he says he recorded in the 
president’s office that link Kuchma 
to Gongadze’s disappearance. 

Kuchma has called Melnychenko 
a “traitor and a spy” and claims the 
tapes are forged. 

A headless corpse found outside 
Kyiv was initially reported, after 
testing, to be Gongadze’s, though a 
later test performed outside of 
Ukraine said the tested tissue sam- 
ples were not the journalist’s. 

The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry 
called U.S. Ambassador to Kyiv 
Carlos Pascual on April 14 to de- 
mand an explanation for the grant- 
ing of asylum and to express its 


cision,” AP reported. 

The Prosecutor-General’s Office 
said that Melnychenko has been 
charged with libel and forgery and 
that the decision to grant him asy- 
lum “ran counter to the spirit of 
Ukrainian-U.S. partnership.” 

Verkhovna Rada Gongadze case 
investigative commission head 
Oleksandr Lavrynovych said he was 
not surprised by the US decision and 
added that Melnychenko might have 
contacted Washington before he left 
Ukraine. 

However Lavrynovych said he 
does not see why Myroslava 
Gongadze sought asylum in the US. 

“J doubt that she was politically 
persecuted in Ukraine,” he said. 

Member of the National Salvation 
Forum, Taras Chornovil described 
the US decision as “absolutely ad- 
equate.” He noted that Melnychenko 
was the only witness to serious cases 
of crime and corruption in the up- 
per echelons of power and that the 
investigation of Gongadze’s case 
was not properly carried out and that 
the Gongadze family was under 
threat. 

Rukh (U) deputy Roman Zvarych, 
originally a US citizen before be- 
coming a citizen of Ukraine, said in 
an interview shown on ICTV that 


Rada drops death penalty 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s parliament on April 5 voted by 379 to three, with 
two abstentions, to pass a liberalized Criminal Code that replaces the death 
penalty with life imprisonment, Interfax reported. 

The Constitutional Court ruled in 1999 that the death penalty is illegal 
and ordered the legislature to annul corresponding articles in the Criminal 


Code. 


Under the new code, people under 18 or older than 65 may not be im- 


prisoned for life. 


The bill also limits punishments for mentally incapacitated criminals. 

It introduces new penalty methods, including unpaid community serv- 
ice, and reclassifies slander as a civil offense instead of a criminal one. 

The bill also outlines new types of crime, including copyright viola- 
tions and illegally holding more than one professional post (an offense 


often committed by legislators). 


Lawmaker Yuriy Karmazin commented that the liberalized code will 
improve the country’s overall social situation. 

The parliament also adopted a new version of the March 2000 law on 
political parties, which was vetoed by President Leonid Kuchma. 

Lawmakers rejected seven presidential amendments to the law, accepted 
five fully, and seven partially, Interfax reported. 


The adoption of this law, like that of the Criminal Code, is one of 


Ukraine’s obligations to the Council of Europe. 
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Honour Your Family 
with a 
Work of Art 
Such monuments are available 
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Courtesy Car - Senior Citizen Discounts - Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


May the Risen Christ brings you and your family peace, 
joy and contentment during this blessed Easter Holiday. 
XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! BOICTHHY BOCKPEC! 
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Ph.: (780) 469-4141 Ph.: (780) 425-5097 
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Українські Вісті ye незалежна газета, яка сама утримується 
із передплат, оголошень та пожертв на пресовий фонд. Просимо 
підтримувати нашу газету повищими джерелами. Дякуємо 
заздалегідь за Вашу підтримку. 


Support Bill C-331 


Inky Mark, Member of Parliament for Dauphin-Swan River, has intro- 
duced a Private Member's Bill that would see justice finally served to the 
descendents of those Ukrainian people who were interned in camps dur- 
ing World War I. 

Mark's Bill, C-331 calls for memorial plaques to be installed at any of 
the 24 concentration camps at which persons of Ukrainian descent and 
other Europeans were interned, ensure that these plaques are properly 
maintained, establish a permanent museum on internment at Banff Na- 
tional Park, provide for an educational program on Canada's past intern- 
ment policies, get Canada Post Corporation to issue a stamp or set of 
stamps and to direct the Minister of Justice to undertake a review of the 
Emergencies Act and report to parliament within a year of the date this 
Act comes into force with recommendations on any legislative changes 
necessary to ensure that unjust internment never again occurs in Canada. 

Such an act is long overdue and the Ukrainian community has been 
pushing for this for years. Now that it has been tabled, it is time for our 
community to get behind it. 

We urge Ukrainian organizations in Canada and individual members of 
our community to write to their MPs and to media outlets expressing their 
support for the passage of such an act. The more public support is ex- 
pressed for this bill, the more likely it is to be passed. 


Ukraine falling into the abyss 


By the time readers get this paper Viktor Yushchenko will, quite likely, 
no longer be prime minister of Ukraine. The day before this issue went to 
press (April 17), parliament voted 252-62 to put the question of non-con- 
fidence in Yushechenko's government on the agenda. Thus a vote of non- 
confidence must be held within 10 days. Quite likely, this will take place 
on April 19 — the day after this issue has gone to press. So, by the time 
readers get this newspaper, the results will be known. 

However, based upon the April 17 vote and the anti- Yushchenko alli- 
ance that has been created between the oligarchic parties and the Commu- 
nists, it is safe to assume that Yushchenko will be gone. 

He was the only prime minister and his was the only government in the 
brief history of independent Ukraine which actually tried to reform the 
corrupt system, reform the economic structure, introduce measures to de- 
mocratize the country and develop a Ukrainian identity. Now we will get 
a continuation of the previous governments which only paid lip service to 
reform, while allowing for the pillage of the country's resources. 

With the departure of Yushchenko, Ukraine is quite likely to fall deeper 
into the abyss of economic stagnation and political corruption. 

This could have been avoided if the national democratic parties had 
united in the 1998 parliamentary election instead of splitting off into vari- 
ous splinters — each with its own "обатап". 

The next parliamentary elections are only a year away. Hopefully the 
democratic forces have learned their lesson. 


PACE utterly hypocritical 


The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe is considering 
ousting Ukraine from its ranks for human rights violations — namely the 
continuing harassment of the press and other matters related to the recent 
political scandal. 

Yet, it has not made any such recommendation against Russia, which 
has committed documented war crimes in Chechnya. Russian forces have 
bombed and shelled indiscriminately populated areas and have used for- 
bidden weapons, such as fuel air bombs on civilian targets, which is for- 
bidden under Geneva Conventions. Some Russian atrocities have been 
well-documented by Human Rights Watch (‘Welcome to Hell" and other 
publications and reports). 

Let's put things into their proper perspective. This newspaper has been 
very critical of the recent human rights abuse in Ukraine — but in no way 
do these even come close to what amounts to genocide in Chechnya. 

If PACE wants to single out Ukraine, while ignoring infinitely more 
serious crimes committed by Russia — then it is totally hypocritical. 
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Time to right historic wrong 


Our government kept silent on well- 
documented acts against Ukrainians 


By Paul Jackson, Calgary Sun 

Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch is a quite delightful au- 
thor of children’s books, and Inky Mark is a deeply 
committed Canadian Alliance MP from Manitoba. 

This past week, both sent me some reading material 
that, as different as the packages initially seem to be, 
actually tie in together. 

Marsha’s package was a copy of her new lavishly- 
illustrated book, Enough (Fitzhenry and Whiteside, 
$19.95), and Inky’s envelope contained a copy of his 
private member’s bill seeking official recognition of 
the injustice done to thousands of Ukrainian and other 
eastern European immigrants who were interned in 
concentration camps throughout Canada during the First 
World War. 

I touched on this decades-old blotch on our history 
in my column “Injustice deserves closer look” (Nov. 
19), pointing out that while Ukrainian-Canadians can 
be said to have built half of Saskatchewan, Manitoba 
and Alberta, they still have to live without redress to a 
deplorable act against their parents and grandparents. 

During the First World War, at least 6,000 Ukrain- 
ians and other eastern Europeans were rounded up, and 
without any evidence whatsoever to show they were 
disloyal or a threat to Canada, imprisoned in camps 
across the nation. Their property and possessions were 
confiscated. 

They have never been given an apology, their pos- 
sessions in many cases never returned. Back in 1993, 
Jean Chretien, in seeking the Ukrainian vote, publicly 
promised to rectify the matter. But — and this may not 
surprise you — the PM has done nothing about it. 

Back to Marsha and her latest book. 

Enough is a captivating story and heartwarming 
Ukrainian folktale set during the famine of the 1930s. 
It tells of a Marusia, a young girl who attempts to save 
her village from starvation because an evil dictator, Josef 
Stalin, keeps getting his henchmen to steal the village’s 
grain. 

Suddenly, a magical stork appears before her, and 
whisks her off to Canada where she collects grain seeds 
to replenish the villagers’ fields. 

With beautiful artwork by Michael Martchenko, it’s 
surely a book every Ukrainian-Canadian child should 
read, and any other Canadian child, too. 

I was introduced to Marsha last year by Prof. 
Lubomyr Luciuk, arguably the foremost scholar of the 
Ukrainian experience in Canada. Lubomyr апа I have 
been friends for years, and he’s world-renowned for 
his work. 

That Marsha’s fairytale heroine was taken to Canada 
and helped by her Ukrainian cousins who had already 
settled here reminds one of just how hardworking those 
immigrants to our country were. They built their farms 
out of nothing, went to church on a Sunday, tried to 
keep their culture alive, and never broke any laws. One 


Commentary 


One would hope MPs from all 
parties will eventually support 
Inky Mark’s cause, and finally, - 
in some small way, right a 
woeful historic wrong. 


might suggest that because of their experiences back 
home, they were, indeed, terrified by any police of- 
ficer. 

Both Mark and Luciuk wonder why, when our fed- 
eral government is always apologizing to this group or 
that group for some alleged — and usually spurious 
—wrongdoing, it maintains complete silence on an act 
that is so well-documented. 

Now, I’m not one who supports the idea of giving 
$20,000 or $30,000 of the taxpayers’ money to mem- 
bers of any ethic group who believe an injustice has 
been done to them. But that’s not what Mark’s private 
member’s bill seeks. 

It wants plaques to be placed at all of the sites of the 
24 concentration camps in which Ukrainian and other 
eastern Europeans were interned, describing the events 
of the time. 

Mark wants a permanent museum established in 
Banff National Park, home of one of the largest camps, 
in which the history of the Ukrainian experience in 
Canada, both good and bad, will be told. 

Canada Post should also issue a set of stamps com- 
memorating the internment of Ukrainian-Canadians. 
Considering the many appalling stamps Canada Post 
now issues — where does the corporation find such 
third-rate artists? — this hardly seems an inappropri- 
ate gesture. 

The Alliance MP does want Ottawa to negotiate some 
financial restitution with the Ukrainian Canadian Civil 
Liberties Association for property and possessions 
seized and never returned. 

That money would be spent on educational materi- 
als distributed in schools, colleges and universities. 

None of these requests seems either outrageous or 
extravagant. 

One wonders why Chretien hasn’t lived up to his 
1993 promise. Instead, like politicians before him, he 
appears to want to sweep this piece of history under 
the table. 

One would hope MPs from all parties will eventu- 
ally support Inky Mark’s cause, and finally, in some 
small way, right a woeful historic wrong. 


Alberta election coverage commended 


RE: Front page article - March 21 April 3 - 2001: 
Minimum 10 Ukrainian Canadians etc. 


I want to congratulate you for the contents of this 
report. I have been a subscriber to your paper for a 
number of years and note that hopaks and dance groups 
get good coverage in your paper BUT other news about 
Ukrainian Canadians get very minimal coverage. This 
is too bad because we as a group in Canada of about 
one million people are involved in more activities than 
just folk dancing. 

Political involvement by our people in Canadian po- 
litical parties is very important. We should be kept in- 
formed of it. Your article is particularly good because 
it gave very specific information about our involvement 
in the Progressive Conservative Party in Alberta. 

Perhaps you will expand this type of coverage in the 
future by covering Ukrainian Canadian involvement in 
other political parties: Liberal, Alliance, etc. I would 
like to see more coverage about our participation in the 
Alliance Party because I am wondering about its real 
relevance to Ukrainian Canadians? I know that many 
Ukrainian Canadians voted for it in the Federal elec- 
tion but I fail to see much positive effect from the Alli- 
ance Party on our aspirations. Would we be better off 
to vote for Liberals? Surely Chretien can not last for- 
ever. This is a topic that we cannot find information 
about in the mainstream press. Good luck in the future. 

Sincerely, 
Michael Soroski 


Letter to the Editor 


Ed. Note: Actually, Ukrainian News has covered a 
lot of Ukrainian Canadian issues including Denaturali- 
zation and Deportation, Redress, the Genocide Mu- 
seum, trade relations with Ukraine and so on. We have 
also identified all the Ukrainian Canadians, that we 
were aware of, elected in the recent federal election 
(all four national parties) as well as provincial elec- 
tions in Saskatchewan (NDP, Lib. Saskatchewan Party), 
Manitoba NDP, PC) and Ontario (PC. Lib.), and which 
of them were appointed to cabinet. The reason the Al- 
berta story may stand out is because, to our knowl- 
edge, that is the largest number of representatives of 
Ukrainian origin ever elected in any election and they 
all were PCs. 

We admit to a very heavy coverage of Ukrainian 
dance, but that’s because that is the most popular 
Ukrainian cultural activity among young people of 
Ukrainian origin in Canada. If we want to be relevant 
to our youth, we feel we should cover activities that 
are relevant to them. 

We agree the Ukrainian community (especially in 
Ontario) should be keeping up contacts with the Lib- 
eral. After all, they are the “Party of Power’. As to 
what benefits Alliance can bring the Ukrainian com- 
munity, I refer to two stories in this issue “Ukrainian 
redress bill tabled in House” and “UCC - APC greatly 
encouraged by meeting with Grey”. 
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Kuchma blasts PACE’s ouster threat} UNA-UNSO leader in very 


By Peter Byrne, Kyiv Post Staff Writer 

President Leonid Kuchma blasted the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe on April 10 in the 
wake of a scathing report in which the PACE monitor- 
ing committee recommended ousting Ukraine from its 
ranks for human rights violations. 

The monitoring committee announced April 5 that 
Ukraine had failed to honor the obligations and com- 
mitments it made when it joined the organization in 
1995 and should therefore be kicked out. 

In a draft recommendation adopted after a stormy 
meeting in Paris, the 76-strong committee said the Com- 
mittee of Ministers — the Council body empowered to 
make a decision on exclusion — should begin proceed- 
ings to suspend Ukraine’s membership. 

Suspension is the organization’s ultimate sanction, 
but it has never been applied in the Council’s 51-year 
history. 

Kuchma, who pledged to forge closer ties with Eu- 
rope during his re-election campaign in 1999, predict- 
ably took a dim view of the proposal, which will be 
debated by PACE delegates on April 24 in Strasbourg 
during the Assembly’s spring session. 

“Severinsen, that is her name I think, certainly un- 
derestimated the Ukrainian president. She should have 
said that the Ukrainian president also influences the 
judicial branch of power in Switzerland, the USA, Ger- 
many,” Kuchma said during a televised appearance on 
April 10 in Odesa, where thousands rallied in support 
of their scandal-scarred leader. 

Ukraine is one of eight member states subject to the 
monitoring procedure, which involves regular visits to 
the country and dialogue with officials and select indi- 
viduals to determine if the nation is meeting all the con- 
ditions of Council of Europe membership. 

“Notwithstanding a few positive steps taken by the 
Ukrainian authorities... the Assembly considers that the 
president, the government and the parliament of Ukraine 
have failed to honor the commitments and obligations 
of Ukraine as a member state of the Council of Europe,” 
said the committee’s statement released on April 6. 

The committee’s report cited the poor handling of 
the case involving murdered journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze and the intimidation of journalists, members 
of parliament and opposition politicians in Ukraine. The 
monitoring committee also noted “frequent and seri- 


ous abuses of power by the Ukrainian executive au- 
thorities in respect of freedom of expression and of 
assembly.” 

Kuchma implied that committee co-rapporteur 
Hanne Severinsen was swayed by testimony from nem- 
esis Yulia Tymoshenko, a former deputy prime minis- 
ter who was arrested in February on corruption charges. 

“Maybe she should also have traveled and talked — 
like she did with Tymoshenko — with [former prime 
minister Pavlo] Lazarenko and [former director of 
Kyiv-based Hrado bank arrested in Germany for em- 
bezzlement Viktor] Zherdytsky. Then probably their 
conclusion would have been clearer to Ukrainians, who 
view this as a component of psychological pressure on 
Ukraine,” Kuchma said. 

Severinsen, a Danish deputy, told the Ukrainian Serv- 
ice of Radio Liberty on April 6 that the committee’s 
resolution was very critical — especially of Kuchma. 

“[The criticism] refers to his abuse of power, раг- 
ticularly his pressure on freedom of expression and the 
opposition,” Severinsen said. 

In its draft resolutions and recommendations, the 
committee urged Ukrainian authorities and specifically 
Kuchma “to put an end to the practice of intimidation 
and repression of opposition politicians and the inde- 
pendent press, and to take all necessary measures to 
discourage and curb attacks and threats against jour- 
nalists and other media representatives.” 

The committee also called on Ukrainian authorities 
to improve the general framework in which the media 
operate and reiterated earlier requests to conduct speedy 
and transparent investigations into all cases of violence 
and death of journalists. 

Many influential Russian and Ukrainian lawmakers 
said they were opposed to the committee’s harsh tone 
and precedent-setting recommendation. 

The leader of Russia’s delegation to PACE, Dmitry 
Rogozin, said members of his delegation see no rea- 
son to begin the process of excluding Ukraine from 
the Council of Europe. 

«І don’t think the recommendation was necessary,” 
Rogozin told Interfax on April 9. “It comes out of the 
part of Ukraine’s political spectrum that is using re- 
cent scandals, including the disappearance of journal- 
ist Heorhiy Gongadze to force early presidential elec- 
tions,” Rogozin explained. 


Opposition joins forces in calling for Kuchma’s ouster 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—Thousands of protesters marched 
through the streets of the capital April 10 to demand 
the resignation of Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma. 

The cry of “Ukraine without Kuchma” could be heard 
repeatedly as demonstrators carrying flags and banners 
wound their way through Kyiv’s hilly cobblestone 
roads. The march took protesters past the parliament 
building, down the city’s main thoroughfare, and on to 
a rally outside the capital’s historic Saint Sofia cathe- 
dral 


Organizers estimated some 7,000 protesters attended 
the demonstration. Police officials put the figure at 
around 4,000 people. 

The April 10 demonstration was the first to feature 
the new Forum for National Salvation coalition, which 
joined three opposition organizations under one um- 
brella group. 

Forum representatives include politicians and sev- 
eral parliamentary party leaders, who say they can count 
on the support of more than one-third of the parliament's 
350 members in their bid to oust Kuchma from the presi- 
dency. 

Among the speakers at the rally was one of the fo- 
rum’s leaders, Volodymyr Oliynik, the reformist mayor 
of the city of Cherkassy and a former presidential can- 
didate. He said that there was no point in holding a 
dialogue with Kuchma, and urged Ukrainians to pur- 
sue their protest in “Yugoslav style” — a reference to 
the mass demonstrations that eventually toppled Yugo- 
slav dictator Slobodan Milosevic in October: 

“We will take the Yugoslav path. That is a path of 
protest but of peaceful protest, the path of civil disobe- 
dience, of action, of opposition. Thank God that Yugo- 
slavia is without Milosevic. Pray to God that Ukraine 
will be without Kuchma.” 

Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz also spoke 
at the rally. He applauded the new forum coalition, say- 
ing coordination among the different opposition par- 
ties was essential to securing Kuchma’s removal. 

“The president has appeared here and there at func- 
tions and said that he doesn’t know whom to talk with 

in the opposition [because] he sees that there is no leader. 
The opposition doesn’t need a leader — the leader of 
the opposition is the people themselves. The leader of 
the opposition is those people who cannot remain com- 
placent and cannot resign themselves to the injustice 
that they see in every corner of our Ukraine.” 

The April 10 demonstration followed one April 9 in 


which some 1,000 students from Kyiv and other 
Ukrainian cities marched in the capital. 

The new wave of protests is one of the key elements 
in the opposition’s strategy to increase pressure on 
Kuchma. 

Demonstrations began last December but have never 
drawn crowds larger than 10,000 people. At its first 
open meeting April 7, the forum announced its inten- 
tion to expand into a wider mass movement with the 
hope of bringing about substantive change in the coun- 
try’s political system. 

More than 200 people packed a hall in a parliamen- 
tary building to discuss how to increase the ranks of 
the protest movement. The star of the meeting was the 
country’s best-known female politician, Yulia 
Tymoshenko. 

Tymoshenko, who heads the Fatherland Party and is 
an open opponent of Kuchma, was removed by the 
president earlier this year from her job as deputy prime 
minister. She was then arrested on charges of financial 
wrongdoing and kept in jail for a month-and-a-half. 
She was released late last month pending a tral. 

Tymoshenko has denied any financial impropriety 
and maintains the charges were brought against her 
because of her anti-Kuchma stance. At the meeting she 
said it was imperative to get rid of Kuchma to secure a 
democratic future for Ukraine. 

“Kuchma is like a piece of cork in the good bottle of 
wine of freedom and independence, and as long as you 
don’t remove this piece of cork the people of Ukraine 
will never be able to drink from this wine of independ- 
ence, freedom, and well-being.” 

Tymoshenko said that if Kuchma was not forced to 
resign, he could cancel parliamentary elections sched- 
uled for next year. 

She said that pressure for Kuchma’s ouster should 
be increased by organizing a referendum in which peo- 
ple could express a vote of no confidence in the presi- 
dent, and added that a stalled presidential impeachment 
process could be revived in parliament. 

The meeting’s attendees voted almost unanimously 
to support the moves for a referendum and impeach- 
ment. 

However, one of Ukraine’s foremost political com- 
mentators — Mykola Tomenko of the independent Po- 
litical Institute — said April 9 that he did not think a 
referendum was a viable option because it required 
massive resources to organize and would be open to 
manipulation by Kuchma’s administration. 
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bad health, lawyer says 


(Kyiv Post)—According to the lawyer for the leader of the ultra-right 
UNA-UNSO political movement, Andry Shkil, contrary to some infor- 
mation, the latter’s health is far from normal, the Novy TV channel re- 
ported on April 5. 

“His health conditions are very bad and tend to go from bad to worse,” 
Tatyana Montyan, the lawyer for Shkil said, according to the report. 

Montyan said that the complaint against Shkil’s arrest will not be filed 
with Kyiv’s Pechersk district court until the Supreme Court delivers its 
final judgment on what the lawyer said was an analogous complaint by 
former Deputy Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, who was released re- 
cently from a Kyiv prison. 

“We would like to get the arguments from both Mykola Zamkovenko 
(head of the Pechersk district court) and the Supreme Court,” she said. 

Shkil was arrested by the SBU State Security Service in the course of 
an investigation into criminal charges that Shkil was responsible for insti- 
gating mass unrest during a March 9 anti-presidential protest in Kyiv. 


Gongadze’s wife blames Kuchma 


(RFE/RL)—Myroslava Gongadze, wife of disappeared journalist 
Heorhiy Gongadze, said on April 17 that until investigators find the peo- 
ple responsible for the disappearance and presumed murder of her hus- 
band she will hold President Leonid Kuchma guilty, Reuters reported. 

Speaking at a press conference in Warsaw, Gongadze said: “If the peo- 
ple who have been accused — the president and his entourage — had 
wanted, then I think this investigation would have been more effective.” 

Gongadze said prosecutors are still denying her access to information 
about the beheaded corpse that was found in November, which many be- 
lieve to be her husband’s. 

She said that she has not yet decided whether or not to accept political 
asylum in the U.S., and added that she strongly supports Premier Viktor 
Yushchenko. 


Odesa residents back Kuchma 


(RFE/RL)—From 10,000-15,000 people participated in a rally in Odesa 
on April 10 to mark the anniversary of the city’s liberation from the Nazi 
occupation, Interfax reported. Demonstrators held placards reading: “Our 
Future Is in Unity of the President and the People”; “Odesa Residents Are 
Grateful to President Kuchma for His Care and Assistance”; and “Odesa 
Is Our City, Kuchma Is Our President.” 


Ukraine, Hungary agree on flood prevention 
(RFE/RL)—Premier Viktor Yushchenko and his Hungarian counterpart 
Viktor Orban agreed in Uzhhorod on April 9 to set up a group of experts 
to work out a plan to prevent and fight floods in the Carpathian region. 
UNIAN quoted Yushchenko as saying that both sides also agreed to or- 
ganize a joint battalion to deal with consequences caused by natural and 
man-made disasters by Oct. 1. 


Medicine needed in Zakarpattia 

(Eastern Economist)—The United Nations Development Program esti- 
mates that US $318,300 is needed for purchasing medical supplies in the 
flooded Zakarpattia region. UNDP said that on Apr. 6-8, medicine would 
be supplied to seven regional hospitals. 


Gongadze suspects found dead 

(Eastern Economist)—Deputy Prosecutor General Oleksiy Bahanets an- 
nounced that on the night of April 4, police located the bodies of two 
suspects in Heorhiy Gongadze murder case. He added that two criminals 
known as Matros and Tsyklop, or the Sailor and Cyclops, were reportedly 
seen to have taken a man into the woods demanding that he pay debts and 
that later they disappeared without a trace. A person suspected in the dou- 
ble murder was detained. 


Plyushch remains hospitalized 
(RFE/RL)—Parliamentary Speaker Ivan Plyushch’s health is “progres- 
sively improving” but Plyushch will continue to be hospitalized over the 
Easter holidays, Interfax reported on April 11, quoting.a hospital official. 
Plyushch was hospitalized on March 2 and diagnosed as suffering from 
radiculitis, the inflammation of the root of a spinal nerve. 


Bondar released 

(Eastern Economist)—The Kyiv Prosecutor Office released former NBU 
Deputy Chair Volodymyr Bondar, April 6, after he gave a written promise 
not to leave Kyiv. The decision was made due to a Bondar’s worsening 
health. Upon release, he was immediately taken to the hospital. 


NERC to implement language policy 

(Eastern Economist)—President Leonid Kuchma issued a decree on im- 
proving implementation of the policy on the state language, which gives 
the National Radio and Television Council the obligation of carrying out 
the policy, Apr. 9. The government has one month to submit proposals on 
amending relevant articles on the Culture Ministry and to approve the 
maximum number members to serve on the committee. 


Kuchma on IMF 

(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma on April 5 said Ukraine has to learn 
how to live without the IMF, Interfax reported. He added, however, that as 
of now Ukraine should not reject cooperation with the IMF because the 
presence of such cooperation is a signal to all countries that they can work 
with Kyiv. 


Леся Петрів 

Різноманітними барвистими кольорами 
численних українських строїв засяяла 
сцена в УНО 1-го квітня ц.р. Прибулі 
на цей показ могли, мабуть, уперше ог- 
лянути багату гаму українських костюмів 
із різних областей України як історичних 
часів, так і сучасности. 

Усім нам відомо, що традиційне вби- 
рання кожного народу віддзеркалює ма- 
сові види його художньої творчости. Ха- 
рактерною ознакою українського строю 
є простота кольоритом. У цих костюмах 
глядачі мали можливість побачити 
вмілість народних майстрів, які поєднали 
практичність і красу мистецтва крою і 
ткацтва, вишивки і аплікації, плетіння 
та обробки шкіри. Кожний костюм пред- 
ставляв не тільки певну область України, 
але й душу тієї місцевості звідки вони 
походять. Ніби жива картина природи 
України перенеслась на полотно через 
століття. 

Різноманітний кольорит одягу різних 
районів України виражається яскравістю 
кольорів вишитих блюзок і сорочок, вов- 
няних плахт і запасок, поясів, вінків, 
червоного намиста й стрічок. Так, на- 
приклад на Поділлі й Буковині характерні 
червоно-чорна, жовто-синя вишивки. А 
сорочки Волині чодуво поєднуються 3 
червоно-жовто-зеленими андараками, та 
яскраво розшитими кусанами. Відмін- 
ністю в жіночих костюмах це переважно 
головні убори. Намітки яскраво виділя- 
лись поміж хустинами і вінками. Сорочки 
Полтавщини в основному вишиті мереж- 
кою або нитками білого та сірого кольо- 
ру. Цікаві, яскраво оздоблені багатою 
вишивкою сорочки Київщини. 

Деякі костюми виготовлені по замов- 
ленню ансамбля «Черемош» признача- 
ються специфічно для певних танців, 
наприклад для танцю «Голубка». Народні 
строї, показані під час моделювання в 
УНО створили відомі художниці й 
етнографи з України Оксана Косміна 
та Їнна Кириленко зі Львіва. З юного 
віку Оксана разом зі своєю мамою про- 
водила дослідження у вивченній збиранні 


МУЛУ 
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Показ українських народних строїв 


Показ українських народних строїв. 


ФОТО - РОМАН ПЕТРІВ 


народних строїв в різних регіонах Укра- 


їни. Вона захистила докторську дисер- 


тацію в цьому художньому мистецтві й 
продовжує працювати в цій галузі. В 
костюмах, створенні Інною Кириленко, 
танцюють багато колективів України, 


ансамбль Вірського, а також інтернаціо- 
нальні ансамблі. Показ костюмів супро- 
воджувався різними танцями ансамблів 
«Черемош», «Воля». 

Живе історія, традиції і мистецтво ук- 
раїнського народу і тут, далеко за оке- 


аном завдяки таким людям, як Мирослав 
Куць (організатор цієї ідеї), організації 
Українок Канади. в Едмотноні, артистич- 
ним директорам ансамблів «Черемош» 

Миколі Канівець і «Воля» - Жені 


Багрій. 


Мистецьке вшанування Тараса Шевченка 


Яр Славутич 

Кожного року українці у всьому світі 
вшановують у березні пам'ять Тараса 
Шевченка, якого називають Батьком 
нової української нації, нашим пророком, 
виризником національної ідеї... Цього 


року в Едмонтоні, столиці Канадської 
України, Шевченківське Свято тривало 
довше й краще ніж у минулі роки. 

У Домі Молоді 9 березня відбувся 
святковий концерт із великою участю 
дітей, учнів двомовних шкіл, що декля- 


ФОТО - РОМАН ПЕТРІВ 
Степан Мельниченко пояснює про мистецьку творчість Тараса Шевченка 
перед експонатом в залі УНО, 18 березня. 


мували твори поета, співали пісні на 
його слова, виконували українські танці. 
Масова участь дітей, переважно учнів, 
ніби запевняли, що Т. Шевченка згадують 
«незлим тихим словом» і тепер, і будуть 
згадувати наступні покоління. 

Однак найоригінальніше вшановано 
пам'ять нашого Кобзар'я в УНО 18 
березня. Ще раніше тут було показано 
фільм про молодого Тараса під назвою 
«Сон». Зроблений у шістдесяті роки, за 
короткої відлиги в Радянському Союзі. 
Цей фільм дуже добре показав форму- 
вання юнака Тараса як борця за справед- 
ливість у суспільстві, як майбутнього 
речника українського народу. 

Відомий культурницький діяч, 3ac- 
новник ансамблів, сам славетний писан- 
кар, Мирослав Куць подав нову - рід- 
кісну в діяспорі - ідею: вшанувати Т. 
Шевченка токож як мистця, академіка, 
що значно збагатив українську культуру 
своїми мистецькими творами. За втілення 
в життя цієї ідеї ентузіястично взявся 
визначний мистець-реаліст Степан 
Мельниченко. 

Передусім були приготовані експонати 
- фотокопії багатьох мистецьких шедев- 
рів Т. Шевченка, до яких додано відпо- 
відні пояснення - де й коли та за яких 
обставин чи нагоди вони були виконані. 
Таким чином простора заля УНО була 
з обох боків суцільно заставлена велики- 
ми експонатами. А мистець С. Мельни- 


ченко ясно й чітко зрозумілою мовою, 
як і належить доброму лекторові, дав 
гарно виголошену лекцію на тему «Мис- 
тецька спадщина Тараса Шевченка». 
Переходячи від одного виставленого 
твору до іншого, доповідач уміло пояс- 
нював його зміст, часто цитував поезії 
Кобзар'я, давав насвітлення того часу в 
царській імперії та в Україні під москов- 
ським ярмом. 

Завдяки такому представленню, глядачі 
та слухачі мали чудову нагоду не лише 
оглянути мистецькі твори Т. Шевченка, 
а й почути аналітичну оцінку їх, збагнути 
ідею твору, ознайомитися з особливос- 
тями виконання. Охоплено час від ранніх 
рисунків талановитого юнака до останніх 
високомистецьких творів. Детальніше 
зупинився доповідач на автопортрет, 
даючи фахову оцінку, пояснюючи вза- 
ємини Т. Шевченка з тодішніми інте- 
лектуалами в столиці, зокрема зі сла- 
ветним Брюловим та іншими, що брали 
участь у визволенні поета й мистця 3 
кріпацтва. 

Можна сміливо сказати, що доповідь 
мистця С. Мельниченка глибоко западала 
в пам'ять слухачів. Це було справді щось 
нове у вшануванні нашого великого поета 
й визначного мистця. Добре було б, 
якби цю доповідь разом із виставкою, 
повторити на курсах українознавства, по 
двомовних школах та в університетах 
для студентів і професорів. 
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Released from Hell -- An Easter liberation 


The Globe and Mail,Saturday, April 14, 2001 

During the Second World War, Winnipeg’s Michael 
Marunchak was a Ukrainian political prisoner held in 

four different Nazi camps. 

Dr. Michael Marunchak, now 86 and living in Win- 
nipeg, was born in Western Ukraine and became a 
member of the Organization Ukrainian of Nationalists, 
an underground group that worked against both the 
Nazis and the Soviets. He was first arrested in Septem- 
ber, 1941, but it was his arrest by the Gestapo as a 
political prisoner in October, 1942, that sent him to the 
concentration camps of Teresienschtadt, Auschwitz, 
Mauthausen and Ebensee, as inmate No. 120482. 

In this excerpt from his book Ukrainian Political 
Prisoners in Nazi Concentration Camps, Marunchak 
describes conditions in Ebensee, and its liberation by 
the Third Cavalry group of the Allied forces at Ukrain- 
tan Easter іп 1945. 

Horror envelops you when you see living corpses all 
around, all looking so alike that you cannot tell them 
apart. 

Only bones, covered in yellow skin. It was as if a 
whole forest of skeletons arose around me. After my 
arrival from Mauthausen, I began meeting and talking 
to them, all the while thinking that in a few days I would 
be standing or lying I down beside them... 

Among the prone corpses, I saw one whose eyes are 
still shining. He was already fading, but a swallow of 
water or a spoonful of nourishing liquid might still have 
saved his life. But who of us would be brave enough to 
risk helping him? ...This happened in April of 1945, at 
the height of the worst crisis at Ebensee. The staff of 
the hospital collected the bodies of the inmates, which 
lay in piles before Block 23. 

The order was to take them away for burning twice 
daily, to prevent the spread of cannibalism. The staff of 
the crematorium was doubled. People were dying in 
the hospital, in the barracks, on the fields, between the 
barracks, on the roads. Even though the healthier in- 
_ mates collected them, the crematorium could not keep 
up. So ditches were dug beyond the camp, and the 
corpses were dropped in like logs for burning. The 
whole camp had become a morgue. The friends we met 
who were still alive we could not recognize. I was 
shocked to meet the once-cheerful Julian Savytsky who, 
in Auschwitz, helped us so generously, and here did 
not have the strength to stand up. When he saw the pi- 
geon-egg-sized piece of potato in my bowl, he said, “I 
have never begged, but give me that piece of potato. 
Maybe it will give me some strength.” 

I gave him not only the potato, but added the broth 
from the peelings — for a starving stomach even this 
was а rare treat. The pall of death permeated the camp. 
More prisoners were coming into the hospital and, as 
we lay in our beds, we watched every morning as they 
carried out on stretchers those of us who had died dur- 
ing the night. It was difficult to look at the half-corpses 
not that far away from us, fading away, looking at us 
and the world with hopeless eyes, carrying on unintel- 
ligible conversations with themselves. 

They barely stayed on their feet, yet wanted to wan- 
der off somewhere to meet with their imagined kin.... 
On the third day after my arrival at the hospital (actu- 
ally just a hall where the sick lived), we were visited by 
Ivan Boyko, our secret contact with the Organization 
of Ukrainian Nationalists. 

Seven of us were members of OUN and had swomm 
its oath of secrecy. After some conversation, Boyko 
came to the point: “You know, there is the possibility 
of walking out of the concentration camp to freedom, 
but you would have to be wearing German army uni- 
forms.” He sighed heavily as he did this and asked each 
of us for our opinion. 

We all refused the arrangement. It would disgrace 
and betray the ideals we had defended and fought for 
So many years, and for which we and other patriots were 
now incarcerated in the concentration camps. Our de- 
cision was unanimous. 

When Friday, May 4, arrived, the hospital was del- 
uged with news: The war is certainly ending; the war 
has already ended. All conversation was about Hitler’s 
unconditional surrender. The most interesting gossip 
was that the S.S. would leave Ebensee, and the guard 
towers would come under the Volkssturm (the German 
People’s Army), under the command of the mayor of 
Ebensee. 

As all this news was pouring in, the camp gong rang 
for the morning reveille. We watched furtively from 
our hospital barracks. 5.5. Captain Anton Ganz began 
his address to the prisoners with “meine Herren.’ 

It had been unheard of for the S.S. to address prison- 
ers with the respectful “my gentlemen.” Ganz spoke 
fairly gently, and without his usual harangue. It was 
obvious that he wanted to convince the prisoners that 

while the war was ending, we needed to “remain calm 
and not give in to our emotions.” 

In order for the prisoners to be “safe,” Ganz suggested 
that we hide in the mining tunnels. As soon as he fin- 
ished, the whole field of prisoners roared “Nein!” We 


will not go there so that they can ambush and lynch 
us!” No one moved. The commandant turned pale, and 
turned to his men for consultation, then returned, with 
the reply, “If there is no desire to hide in the tunnels, 
all remains as is.” 

The S.S. column did not move either. A stalemate. 
Shortly afterward, the S.S. marched out of the camp 
through the gates, and were gone. Everyone sensed the 
lack of authority — anarchy — in the camp. The pris- 
oners presumed that the S.S. had reorganized in the 
guard towers past the barbed wire and as soon as the 
inmates were to move against the S.S., they would be 
gunned down. In fact, the S.S. were leaving the tow- 
ers, replaced by the Volksturm. 

By noon, there was a new order in the camp. The 
masses took to emptying the food stores. The kapos, 
block leaders and schreibers disappeared. The inmates 
remembered all the cruelty of this “crowned” elite, and 
retribution began. From one of our hospital windows, 
we watched how these anointed camp leaders fled past 
the barbed wire from the throng. 

The guards did not shoot after them. The longest 
search was for the kapo called Tsyhan (Gypsy). named 
Hartmann. He could not hide himself in time, He was 
pulled from outside the fence and thrown live into the 
crematorium. The search was then on for the high-rank- 
ing kapo from Melk, also called Tsyhan, who during 
his “reign” had gutted hundreds of inmates alive. But 
this monster escaped and was tried by military court 
only after the war. 

Jean Lafitte, a French inmate, wrote in his memoir 
Die Lebenden that 52 functionaries of the camp died 
under this primeval justice. By evening, the camp was 
calm. Nothing remained locked up, neither food nor 
clothing; all had been commandeered by the crowds. 
Late at night, the camp was quiet and, with its staff 
working, only the crematorium still continued to burn 
its human fuel. 

We awaited the American army. No one dared ven- 
ture past the fence, because we refused to believe that 
the S.S. would have given up the camp without a fight. 

Sunday morning was calm. The Volksturm were still 
on guard. The inmates walked around in groups, strip- 
ping the S.S. storage facilities of anything remaining. 
Some of the stronger and braver prisoners headed for 
the watch towers to search for the kapos, but many 
prisoners did not have the strength to move, not even 
to quiet their hunger. 

Some had become severely ill from the previous 
day’s meals — many died from eating too much too 
quickly. In the hospital, we formed groups by nation- 
ality, and peered out the windows. Those who could 
stand on their own waited in the camp square and in 
the alleys between barracks. 

Suddenly, around 10 a.m., an American tank with 
an officer and a soldier rode into the hospital quadran- 
gle. The camp roared with applause and cries of joy. 
Friends and strangers embraced and wept. A lieuten- 
ant left the tank and entered the large hospital hall. 
Again, the liberators were greeted with applause. 

We had selected a speaker beforehand, one who 
would greet the guests. This was a Belgian lawyer who, 
in fluent English, gave his short but sincere welcome 
and thanks from all the nationalities in the camp. He 
felt uneasy because his shirt barely reached his waist, 
and hundreds of sores covered his body. The lieutenant 
was so frightened of his appearance that he stepped back 
involuntarily when the Belgian first approached him. 

After the greeting, more applause rained down upon 
the liberators. The French inmates began the: 
Marseillaise, which they had always sung in camp. The 
Poles sang their national anthem. And the Ukrainians 
sang theirs, and we regretted that we were missing 
baritone Petro Bolekhivsky, who was lying seriously 
ill in the hall. But he raised his arm in recognition. If 
he had sung, his voice would have been heard in the 
mountains and valleys surrounding the camp. 

We wept with joy from the friendly embraces. There 
were no more speeches nor greetings; it seemed that 
no one wanted to break the deep spiritual experience 
with mere words. But suddenly one, of us cried out, 
“Today is our Easter! Khrystos Voskres!”’ — the tradi- 
tional Ukrainian Easter greeting, Christ Is Risen!” And 
again, embraces and continuous personal greetings 
between iindividuals, “Khrystos Voskres! Khrystos 
Voskresl Khrystas Voskres!” 

Then, another added, “Let us not forget that Ukrain- 
ians add a national wish to this greeting — Khrystos 
Voskres, Voskresne Ukrayina! [Christ Is Risen, Ukraine 
Will Rise].” And again we greeted each other. with the 
conviction that Ukraine, would indeed rise from the 
dead — to independence, *Voskresne Ukrayina!” 

After liberation, Marunchak lived in Munich and 
became President of the League of Ukrainian Politi- 
cal Prisoners. After his arrival in Winnipeg in 1948, 
he wrote several books on Ukrainians in Canada, and 
the Ukrainian war experience. This excerpt was trans- 
lated by Orysia Tracz, a Winnipeg writer whose par- 
ents were forced labourers in Nazi Germany. 
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In al 2 16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA ТБР 4А8 
TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 
ee NE мата 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 
484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Independently Owned and Operated 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
24Нг (905) 828-3434 


Woloshyn 22s 


Specializing in Residential, І.С.І. & Land in Southern Ontario 


В усіх справах купна та продажу прошу 
звертатися до 


РЕКАО TRAVEL 


exclusive wholesaler for £€$F" Polish Airlines 


LVIV o KYIV i Toronto 
via Warsaw from 1200 CAD+Tax 


TORONTO о Kyiv o Lviv 


via Warsaw from 870 CAD+Tax 


INFO. & RES.: (416) 588 - 1988 


9 EXCELLENT FOOD % GREAT SERVICE 
9 CLEANEST RESTAURANT & SPECIAL WASHROOMS 


реа GREEK & UKRAINIAN FOOD 
ана ЗР de NOONER PIZZA огб 97 


BEEF BURGER ог 
CAESAR SALAD or 
SPAGHETTI 


ONLY PLACE IN. JASPER THAT SELLS PEROGIES & HOLUBTSI 
622 Patricia Street, IN JASPER « FREE DELIVERY 


852-3444 


Tickets: 

$75 per person or 

$125 per couple, 

$500 for a table of 8 

(includes a tax deductible 
receipt for the allowable portion) 


Ticket sales end 
May 10, 2001. 


For tickets or more 

details contact: 

Alice Chumer: 497-4374 
Harry Mosychuk: 434-3259 
Marian Weleschuk: 435-8124 


Proceeds in support of Мей se 
б acEwan College HUG 
Стати 


о: "Grant MacEwan Colleg 


+ Сестра Євдокія bye 


Сестра Євдокія Будник 
народилася 16 травня 
1915 р. в селі Їлипцях, 
Снятинського повіту, Їва- 
но-Франківської обл. 
В 1933 р. виїхала до 
Бельгії щоби стати мона- 
хинею Святої Тайни Єв- 
харистії. 
Довгий час жила в 
Бельгії, аж в 1996 р. виї- 
хала до Франції до Ліону. 
Пізніше долучила до за- 
кону Їсуса і Марії. 
Померла в Ліоні 5 
квітня 2001 р. 
Залишила сестру Олену 
(Артема) сестрінків: Тараса (Віру), Ігора, Лесю (Марка 
Левицького), Славка (Ірину), племінників: Ярему, Богдана 
(Голлі), Христину, Стефанію, Павла і Андрійка, та 
праплемінників Тайлера i Челсі. 
Померлих родичів Василя і Анастазію Будник і брата 
Григорія (Марію) і діточок Василька і Ганусю. 


CLASSIFIED. 


МАТРИМОНІЯЛЬНЕ 

Українка, 38 років, донечці 14 років, розлучена не зі своєї 
вини. Познайомлюся з паном відповідного віку від 40 до 60 
років, бажаю з українцем, який мешкає в Канаді, Америці 
або в інших державах. Моя адреса: Україна, 282220 обл. 
Тернопільська, м. Бучач, вул. Б. Хмельницького 59. Собків 
Олександра Іванівна. 


St. John's Ukrainian Sadochok is holding ап OPEN HOUSE on 
Thursday, April 26 at 7:00 pm. at 10611-110 Ave. Classroom visits 
will be held April 22-26. No previous knowledge of Ukrainian is 
necessary. For more information call 426-1795 or Vera 973-3963. 


Садочок Св. inana (10611-110 Аве.) є ВІДКРИТИЙ ДЛЯ 
ПУБЛІКИ в четвер 26 квітня, год. 7:00 веч. Відвідини 
кляс будуть відбуватися від 22 до 26 квітня. Знання 
| української мови не конечне. За інформаціями просимо 
дзвонити 426-1795 або до Віри 973-3963. 


Wanted: TRANSLATOR for letters Ukrainian & English. Will pay. 
Ph: 458-1787. 

Потрібний ПЕРЕКЛАДАЧ для листів з української на 
англійську та з англійської на українську мови за зарплатою. 
Тел. 458-1787. 


з ark. 
Wemovial, 


FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DI о, 
"ТНЕ CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD” 


FAMILY OWNED: 
AND OPERATED 


* serving families since 1941 

. prearranged funeral plans 

* crematorium on site 

- provincial, national Є international service 


(780) 426-0050 24 HRS, 
Speeaamn з. | 


zi 
| Moon 


UCR з 


OTHER LOCATIONS: VEGREVILLE - MAYERTHORPE 
SMOKY LAKE » WILDWOOD - LAMONT 


ee 


Urea Sieve ані Ben At cli 
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Садочок при катедрі св. Ївана в Едмонтоні 


Цікаво проходять заняття дітей в українському садочку при катедрі св. Івана. Тут вони 
вчаться співати багато пісень, деклямувати вірші, готують драматизовані покази, займаються 
різними видами мистецтва, цікаво бавляться. Нещодавно вихованці побували на екскурсії в 
пожежній станції. Ой, як цікаво було послухати розповідь пожежників, одягнути їхній шолом, 
посидіти i сфотографуватись у пожежному вантажнику! 


Українські рабині у Туреччині 


ігор Столяров 

Молоді дівчата з України, які внаслідок діяль- 
ності різноманітних шахраїв потрапляють до Ту- 
реччини - частіше за все стають повіями. Відбу- 
вається це не з їх власної волі а під примусом. 

Молодим дівчатам з України або Молдови - 
серед яких є частенько і неповнолітні - перед 
візитою до Туреччини обіцяють можливість заро- 
бити чимало грошей опікуючись дюдьми похилого 
віку або турбуючись про маленьких дітей. 

У реальності ж вони або потрапляють до 
різноманітних будинків розпусти де не мають 
жодних прав - навіть виходити на вулицю та 
спілкуватися будь з ким стороннім. 

Турецька преса неодноразово розповідала про 
факти жорстоких вбивств дівчат, які стають 
підневільними, якщо вони намагаються боротися 
за власне право на свободу. Такі вбивства зафік- 
совано у відомому курортному містечку Анталія. 
Нещодавно цій злободенній темі присвятив пере- 
дачу і один із найпопулярніших телеканалів країни. 

Молода жінка, яка має педагогічну освіту, яка 
назвалася Аліною, і є громадянкою України - 
розповіла в інтерв'ю нашому кореспонденту - 
про те що у Стамбулі нині діє потужна злочинна 
група, яка займається викраданням дівчат, які 
приїхали на заробітки зі Східної Европи з метою 
подальшого їх перепродажу до країн, Близького 
Сходу. Пригощаючи дівчат злочинці підкладають 
до кави або чаю різноманітне наркотичне зілля, 


Франція 1 ЕС 
підтримують Україну В 
проведенні реформ 
(«День») -Президент Франції Жак Ширак у 
листах, які надійшли до Президента України 
Леоніда Кучми, висловив упевненість у тому, 
що Франція і Европейський Союз твердо 
підтримують Україну в проведенні політичних 
та економічних реформ. Як повідомляє УНІАН, 
у листах, зокрема, йдеться про підтримку 
Францією остаточного закриття Чорнобильської 

АЕС. 

Ж. Ширак зазначає, що його країна підтримує 
зусилля міжнародного співтовариства, щоб 
послабити негативні впливи закриття Чорнобиля, 
та наголошує, що надання мікрокредитів ЕБРР 
має допомогти ініціятивам, скерованим на 
розвиток нових видів економічної діяльності в 
регіоні Славутича. 

Ж. Ширак також схвально оцінює ініціятиву 
глави української держави щодо запровадження 
цього року в нашій країні програми підготовки 
молодих кадрів для підприємств, а також 
наголошує, що модернізація методів управління 
підприємствами сприятиме прискоренню і 
усталенню важливих економічних реформ, які 


«| зараз проводяться в Україні. Крім того, Ж. Ширак 


висловив подяку за високу оцінку Україною 
діяльності Франції під час її головування в 
Европейському Союзі. 


якого чимало у Туреччині. 

Її подруга, яка в Україні закінчила медичне 
училище, жила у турецькому готелі під примусом. 
За спроби чинити опір домаганням так би мовити 
«нових господарів» або вимоги надати адвоката, 
її били. До неї ставилися як до товару, на 
якому ще можливо заробити гроші. 

За словами Аліни, консульство України у Стам- 
булі нажаль не допомагає дівчатам, які приїхали 
до Туреччини сприйнявши різноманітні обіцянки 
сутенерів про «райське життя». Потрапивши, 
за її словами, незаконно до поліції Туреччини, 
вона спробувала вимагати представників України 
для захисту прав - але її подруги порадили не 
витрачати час безкорисно. Тим часом студентка 
Аліна цілий день перебувала у ізоляторі з турець- 
кими повіями та транвеститами. Її звільнили 
без навіть спроби вибачитися. 

Нині Аліна відчуває себе у Стамбулі беззахис- 
ною. Вечорами - повернувшись з занять на 
курсах - вона намагається менше виходити на 
вулицю. 

Тих хто втратив віру у можливість допомоги 
з боку консульства України у Стамбулі нині є 
сотні. Що ж до повій - їхнє життя так само не 
є солодким. Їх називают тут «Наталками». Дехто 
з них повертається до України маючи лише 
гроші на зворотній квиток. Ті кому так би 
мовити »пощастило», заробляють щомісяця до 
1000 американських долярів. Але, таких одиниці.. 


Чомусь Христос 
у нас не воскресає 


Чомусь Христос у нас не воскресає 
На Вільній Україні десять літ, 
_Tonrora глибше в землю все вгрузає, 
Ї бачить на хресті нас цілий світ. 


У «Перестройку» ми Чорнобиль мали, 
Розп'ята земля, як Божий Син, 

Ну а тепер палили і топтали 

Вінки Тараса в день його вродин. 

А він на різбленім лиці мав смуток - 
«Ой, схаменіться, лихо буде вам!» 

Не прислухався пам'ятник до чуток 

У натовпі, лиш співчував братам. 


То було в березні... Великдень знову, 
Вже квітень, і радіють всі весні, 
Але нема Христової любови, 
Ослаблює брат брата у сварні. 


Не вивітрився чад іще марксизму 
У старших, є i молодь без ідей, 
Тому отрута нео-комунізму 

До Ілліча крокує в Мавзолей. 


Змінитися не легко є людині, 

Та не буває в світі без чудес, 

То ж хочеться, щоб в нашій Україні 
Таки Христос Воістину Воскрес! 


Ростислав Василенко, Квітень 2001, 
Торонто, Канада 
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Hamilton’s “Chaika” оп stage at the Kobzar Fellowship Launch. 


Kobzar Fellowship launched in Hamilton 


(UCFTS)—The Hamilton Branch 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress 


sponsored the Launch of the Kobzar 


Fellowship in Hamilton, ON, at a 
recent public event attended by over 
150 people at the Ukrainian Cultural 
Centre. 

Orysia Sushko, president of Ham- 
ilton UCC, opened the program by 
welcoming those present and acted 
as MC for the program. She ac- 
knowledged the importance of the 


Shevchenko Foundation in the Й 


Ukrainian community. 
Al Kachkowski, Development 


Coordinator, introduced the two МИ 


Board members of the Shevchenko 
Foundation, both from Toronto, 
each of whom spoke to the assem- 
bly. Michael Szepetyk, vice-presi- 
dent of the Board, spoke in Ukrain- 
ian, and outlined the history of the 
Foundation, its growth, and its cur- 
tent vital role in providing financial 
assistance to worthwhile Ukrainian 
cultural projects in Canada. Dr. Ro- 
man Franko, spoke in English, and 
outlined some of the recent activi- 
ties of the Foundation in the areas 
of fund raising, staffing, and serv- 
ice to the community. Both mem- 
bers stressed the need to support the 
Foundation financially, while em- 
phasizing the fact that the demands 
placed in the Foundation are greater 
than its resources to fulfil them, thus 
making it imperative to increase the 
capital fund through fund raising. 
The Kobzar Fellowship, the Foun- 
dation’s planned giving program, is 
one important initiative directed to- 
ward this goal. 

Kachkowski then spoke about the 
recent granting of funds to the Ham- 
ilton UCC, to assist with the com- 
pletion of the Ukrainian pioneers 
monument in front of Hamilton City 
Hall. Szepetyk presented the grant 
cheque, which was received by 


Kobzar Fellowship inductees, Rt. Rev. Roman Hankevych and Orsysia 


Sushko with Foundation vice-president Michael Szepetyk. 


Sushko accompanied by Dr. Гог 
Chorneyko and Mary Pohoreski 
from the UCC executive. 

Natalka Lischyna made a special 
presentation of a donation of $500 
to the Foundation on behalf of the 
United Ukrainian Credit Union. It 
is worthy of note, that the Ukrain- 
ian Cultural Centre, not only do- 
nated the facilities for the event, but 
donated a cheque for $500. as well! 

Kachkowski, introduced the first 
Hamilton inductees into the Kobzar 
Fellowship, Orysia Sushko and Rt. 
Rey. Roman Hankevych. Michael 
Szepetyk presented each of them 
with a limited-edition art print enti- 
tled “Path of the Kobzar” by renown 
Edmonton artist Larisa Sembaluk 
Cheladyn and the Kobzar Fellow- 
ship lapel pin. Both recipients have 
qualified for the Kobzar Fellowship 
by including the Shevchenko Foun- 
dation as one of the beneficiaries in 
their last will and testament. 

Bohdan Kulchyckyj, came to the 
podium and appealed to the audi- 
ence members to make a donation 


to the Foundation on this occasion. 

The audience was then treated to 
a short concert performed by 
Ukrainian artists from Hamilton. 
The Ukrainian Folk Dance Ensem- 
ble “Chaika”, under instructor Ro- 
man Swinarchin, performed a folk 
dance entitled “Lemko” and con- 
cluded the concert by performing 
“Kozachok”. Oksana Sushko per- 
formed three vocal selections while 
accompanying herself on the piano. 
The “Svitanok” women’s choir per- 
formed songs under the direction of 
Marichka Hlibowych. 

A special guest at the event was 
the mayor of the City of Hamilton, 
Bob Morrow, who was accompanied 
by his son George, and also spoke 
briefly. He outlined the significant 
contribution of Ukrainians to the life 
of the city. He commended the 
Ukrainian community for its organ- 
ized life and for the establishment 
of the Shevchenko Foundation to 
serve all Ukrainian Canadians. 

More than $3,800 in donations 
was contributed to the Foundation. 


Vesna Festival offers much in entertainment 


(Vesna Festival)—Vesna Festival, the World’s larg- 


What is a Ukrainian event without the food?!!? Vesna 
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Huculak to receive Honorary 
Doctorate at U of A 


(Huculak Chair)—The University 
of Alberta recently announced that 
philanthropist and entrepreneur 
Erast Huculak will be among the in- 
dividuals granted Honorary Degrees 
at its Spring 2001 Convocation. 

A major donation by Huculak led 
to the establishment the Huculak 
Chair of Ukrainian culture and Eth- 
nography at the U of A. Dr. Andriy 
Nahachewsky is the holder of this 
special professional position. In ad- 
dition to teaching and research du- 
ties, the Chair oversees many related 
activities: Ukrainian and English 
language publications; research 
projects in Canada and Ukraine; or- 
ganization of conferences and semi- 
паг5; and management of the 
Ukrainian Folklore Archives. The 
Ukrainian Folklore Program at the 
U of A is the only one if its kind in 
North America, and has attracted 
students from around the world. 

Torontonian Huculak has distin- 
guished himself as a community 
builder through his many humani- 
tarian and philanthropic activities. 
Huculak, a BSc(Pharm) graduate 
from the University of British Co- 
lumbia, is the founder and president 
of Medical Pharmacies Ltd., the 
largest supplier of pharmaceuticals 
to long term health care facilities in 
Canada. His entrepreneurial success 
has allowed him to pursue his hu- 
manitarian goals, among them the 


ST. VLADIMIR'S COLLEGE INC. 
Private Residential Catholic High School 


Grade 9-10-11-12 2001-2002 Academic Year 
How important is your son's High School education to you? 
High School Education: is your son receiving the best? 
St. Vladimir's College - 


» Small class sizes. Student-Teacher Ratio: 10:1 " A religious and 
moral climate е A sports program » Dedicated, professional teachers Й 
and support staff ° An excellent boarding facility in Roblin, Manitoba 


Parents and prospective studens are invited to obtain an admission 
package by contacting the school at 204-937-2173 or in writing: 


St. Vladimir's College Inc. 
P.O. Box 789, Roblin, Manitoba ROL 1P0 


Erast Huculak 


purchase and donation of a build- 
ing for the first Ukrainian embassy 
in Ottawa. 

In the aftermath of the world’s 
worst nuclear disaster at Chornobyl, 
he founded and directed the Chil- 
dren of Chornobyl Canadian Fund. 
The fund has delivered approxi- 
mately $7 million worth of supplies 
to the victims establishment of the 
Huculak Chair of Ukrainian Culture 
and Ethnography, the first and only 
endowed professional position in the 
Faculty of Arts, has resulted in the 
U of A being recognized as the con- 
tinent’s leading centre for Ukrain- 
ian studies. 

Huculak will be conferred with an 
Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree on 
June 11. 


High School Provides: 


ONE OF сх LARGEST UKRAINIAN CELEBRATIONS 
MAY 1 & 12 


UKRAINIAN DANCE TROUPES 


« TRYZUB UKRAINIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE (CALGARY) 


+ PAVLYCHENKO & YEVSHAN (SASKATOON) 
BAND 

«5НООМ (WINNIPEG) 

FEATURES 


6 PM - 1AM 
SASKATOON 


CENTENNIAL 


est Ukrainian cabaret, is a celebration of spring, and 
will be held on May 11 and 12, at the Centennial Audi- 
torium in Saskatoon. Vesna provides guests from near 
and far to participate in a cabaret of the performing arts, 
to dance, to eat, and to socialize. 

From the moment you walk through the doors, Vesna 
Festival offers an abundance of excitement. The evening 
is comprised of a showcase of emerging and profes- 
sional Ukrainian dance talent including the well known 
Pavlychenko and Yeyshan dancers. Guest performers, 
the Tryzub Dancers (of Calgary) and the Verkhovyna 
Choir (from Edmonton), will provide one of the many 
highlights of the evening. In between these high-en- 
ergy performances, you may enjoy a spin on the dance 
floor to the music of the lively band Shoom for Winni- 
peg. 


boasts the most delicious Ukrainian foods including 
perogies, cabbage rolls, kobasa, borsch, and more. Café 
Kiev offers a more relaxed atmosphere where you can 
enjoy specialty coffees and delectable desserts. 

After you have watches some of the entertainment, 
taken a spin on the dance floor, and have had a bite to 
eat, make sure to take a stroll through the market place 
where you will find a variety of artwork and souve- 
nirs. 

Vesna is for everyone: you don’t have to be Ukrain- 
ian — just be ready to have a good time! Join us for an 
evening of entertainment, food, fun, and dancing at 
Vesna Festival 2001. 

Tickets are $15/person and are available at Select-a- 
seat Outlets. Reserved tables of eight are also avail- 
able for $180 (call 652-7717). 


* LOCAL CHOIRS AND DANCE GROUPS 
+ ART GALLERY FEATURING WORKS 
OF WELL KNOWN ARTISTS 
« MARKETPLACE 
» FABULOUS FOOD, FUN & DANCING! 


TICKETS: $15 AVAILABLE AT 
SELECT-A-SEAT OUTLETS 

12 AND UNDER ARE FREE 

RESERVED TABLES OF 8 - 5180 
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By Carl Honore, National Post 

When the Soviet Union broke up in 1991, 
Ukraine sprang from the rubble full of hope 
and promise. It had fertile soil, educated peo- 
ple and heavy industry. It also had a large 
Western diaspora itching to rebuild the newly 
independent homeland. 

Now, a decade later, the dream is in tatters. 

While other post-communist states press 
ahead with the transition to capitalism and 
democracy, Ukraine is stuck in a Soviet rut. 
Corruption is rampant, Western investment 
scarce, the press hamstrung. To top it off, 
Leonid Kuchma, the President, is accused of 
ordering the murder last year of an opposi- 
tion journalist. 

Ukrainians are ashamed and disappointed 
by the state of their country. So too are their 
diaspora cousins, who flocked here from 
Canada and elsewhere in the heady days af- 
ter independence. Many of the starry-eyed 
emigres have given up and gone home. Oth- 
ers, such as Boris Balan, a business consult- 
ant, are packing their bags. 

“Tn the Ukrainian community in Canada, 
we were raised to believe that after independ- 
ence everything would fall into place, that all 
Ukraine’s problems would be solved,” says 
Balan, who moved here from Toronto in 1991. 
“But that hasn’t happened, and it appears real 
change will take much longer than anyone 
anticipated.” 

Canadian emigres talk of “Ukraine fatigue.” 
Stephen Bandera, 30, whose grandfather was 
a Ukrainian nationalist martyr, feels even the 
younger generation are losing interest. “The 
euphoria at independence was like a raging 
bonfire, but the enthusiasm and support has 
really dissipated,” says the Toronto native, 
who works as a journalist and translator in 
Kyiv. “Most of my Ukrainian friends in 
Canada who were all gung ho back in 1991 
are now tired of feeling that they’re beating 
their heads against the wall.” 

Optimists still see reasons not to give up 
on Ukraine. The murder charges swirling 
round the president have helped to forge the 
country’s first real opposition movement. A 
new generation, meanwhile, is doing its best 
to follow Western mores. 

The fate of Ukraine matters to the outside 
world. It is a vast nation of 50 million people, 
stretching from Europe to the Black Sea. A 
prosperous, democratic Ukraine could act as 
a stable bridge between Russia and Europe. 
A stagnant, authoritarian one could swing the 
region back under the influence of Moscow. 

As Ukraine struggles to reconcile its desire 
to Westernize with its traditional loyalty to 
Russia, its neighbours look on anxiously. In 
the Czech Republic, a fence manufacturer 
advertises its product as the best way to keep 
out “mad dogs and Ukrainians .” 

“We have wasted 10 years and the world 
has lost faith in us,” says Volodimir Skachko, 
a journalist. 

Despite billions of dollars of Western aid, 
Ukraine has failed to build a proper market 


economy. Key industries are run by Russian- 
style oligarchs, who ignore the law and use 
their political power to stymie reform. The 
Soviet-style bureaucracy is riddled with cor- 
ruption. 

“If someone in this country tells you he is 
operating his business with completely clean 
hands, following every rule and never paying 
bribes, then he is lying,” says one Ukrainian 
entrepreneur. Dismayed by the lack of reform, 
the lawlessness and the get-rich-quick ethos, 
Western investors have blackballed Ukraine. 

In recent months, aid has dwindled and for- 


eign banks and brokerage firms have pulled _ 


out. Says one Western diplomat: “If I had a 
million dollars to invest, I sure as hell 
wouldn’t invest it here.” Ironically, 2000 was 
a banner year for Ukraine. The economy grew 
— by 6%, officially — for the first time since 
independence. The government renegotiated 
its foreign debt, paid off pension and state 
salary arrears and brought annual inflation 
down to 20% from 377% five years ago. 

Some sectors, such as advertising, software 
programming and food processing, are start- 
ing to take off, offering decent jobs to the 
educated young. McDonald’s and a few other 
Western companies are doing business in 
Ukraine. Even some economic reforms have 
been pushed through, notably the elimination 
of barter, a key source of corruption, from the 
energy sector. Once a gloomy Soviet outpost, 
Kyiv now boasts smart restaurants and shops, 
as well as a splendidly restored opera house. 
Cellphones are everywhere, and the streets are 
teeming with Mercedes Benz sedans. 

Yet most Ukrainians, especially outside 
Kyiv, still feel poor. Much of last year’s 
growth was confined to metal exports. And 
purchasing power fell in 2000. Pensions are 
meagre and wages often paid in kind. On the 
sidewalks of Kyiv, it is not uncommon to see 
people trying to sell their monthly ‘salary’ — 
a car tire, say, or a wheelbarrow. 

In the capital’s open-air markets, univer- 
sity graduates sell vegetables and trinkets. 
Outside Kyiv, things are worse. Many pro- 
vincial cities are economic wastelands. 
Though Ukraine was once the bread basket 
of the Soviet Union, countryfolk now scratch 
out a subsistence living from the land. 

Canadian Ukrainians are appalled by the 
hardship. Joyce, who came here from Winni- 
peg to work as a teacher, finds it painful to 
watch her cousin in eastern Ukraine raise his 
family on $55 a month. “The gap between the 
haves and have nots is unbelievable,” she says. 
"175 shocking when you think how rich this 
country could be if it was properly run.” 

Over the last decade, hundreds of thousands 
of Ukrainians have emigrated, with many 
young women ending up in the European sex 
industry. Every weekday, crowds gather out- 
side the German embassy in Kyiv, hoping to 
gain a visa. More than 5,000 Ukrainian 
women are now registered with agencies 
promising to find them Western husbands. At 
the Kyiv office of Russian Wife, Vladislav 


Expert predicts another 
possible Chornoby] disaster 


(Kyiv Post)}—In an interview to the Ger- 
man Fokus journal, the former Chornobyl 
nuclear power plant Shelter facility director 
Valentyn Kupny said that the notorious 
Chornobyl power station is under threat of 
another disaster, Deutsche Welle reported, 
April 13. 

According to Kupny, the sarcophagus 
erected over the ruined power-generating unit 
may collapse any day. 

He also said that the concrete shelter’s 
cracks are continuously spewing radiation into 
the environment. 

Kupny drew attention to the fact that ex- 
perts are still unaware of what is going on 


inside the sarcophagus. 

In 1986, one of the reactors of the 
Chornobyl nuclear power plant exploded, 
sending a radioactive cloud over much of 
Europe, marking the tragedy as the world s 
worst nuclear accident. 

Chomobyl was officially shut down last 
December. 

Ukrainian officials thought the move to shut 
down the station’s last functioning reactor for 
good would generate promised funding from 
international donor organizations to pay for 
the completion of two other reactors to com- 
pensate for the power lost with Спогпобу! s 
closure. 
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‘Ukraine fatigue’ 


For Canadians in Kyiv, corruption kills the dream of independence 


Ilchenko shows off photographs of clients 
eager to marry their way out of Ukraine. Most 
wear skimpy clothes and pout at the camera. 
Many have university degrees. “Life is hard 
in Ukraine,” explains ПспепкКо. “Our business 
is growing because many girls feel the only 
future is to emigrate.” 

That disillusionment is reflected in 
Ukraine’s relationship with its diaspora. Un- 
like in other post-communist countries, re- 
turned emigres have never held high public 
office here, and many have lost money. As 
overseas fund-raising and lobbying wane, lo- 
cals dismiss the diaspora as pushy national- 
ists who delivered far less than they prom- 
ised. 

“A lot of them were failures in Canada or 
the States, so they came over here to exploit 
us,” sniffs Roman, an advertising salesman 
in Kyiv. 

Most observers now agree too much was 
expected of Ukraine too soon. The country 
was more Sovietized than were, say, Poland 
or Hungary, where some capitalist customs 
were tolerated. The same applies to politics. 
While eastern Europe has embraced democ- 
racy, the Ukrainian political system retains a 
Soviet flavour. The old obsession with secu- 
rity runs deep. Westerners need visas to enter 
Ukraine and, once here, are stopped in the 
street by police demanding to see their docu- 
ments. 

The Ukrainian President enjoys almost tsar- 
like powers. He nominates the prime minis- 
ter and all state governors. The judiciary, se- 
curity services and key ministries are under 
his direct control. Critics accuse President 
Kuchma, a former manager of a Soviet mis- 
sile factory, of rigging elections and harass- 
ing political opponents since winning power 
in 1994. Most of the Ukrainian media is con- 
trolled by pro-Kuchma oligarchs, and inde- 
pendent outlets that dare to criticize the re- 
gime have been bullied with tax audits and 
other measures. Since 1996, seven journal- 
ists have been murdered or died in strange 
circumstances. 

Ukrainians, and even some expats, are loth 
to be quoted in newspapers for fear of retri- 
bution. ““You never know what can happen,” 
says one Canadian Ukrainian entrepreneur, 
who plans to stay here. “Kuchma and his 
friends are criminals.” 

The death of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze 
paints the Kuchma regime in a very unflat- 
tering light. Last September, the crusading 
reporter went missing. His headless body was 
later found buried in a field outside Kyiv. In 
November, the opposition released audio 
tapes in which Kuchma apparently talks of 
vote-rigging and wanting Gongadze dead. 

Though the president denied any wrongdo- 
ing, Ukrainians were appalled, and thousands 
spilled into the streets. In early January, рго- 
testers from.across the country descended on 
Kyiv, shrugging off the winter cold to erect a 
tent city in the capital. Kuchma’s response 
came straight from the old politburo hand- 
book. 

Throughout Ukraine, employees from state- 
run factories, schools and farms were press- 
ganged into ““counter-demonstrations.” Then, 
a month ago, came the crackdown. Police tore 
down the tent city and arrested more than 200 
people, beating some up in the process. The 
Gongadze affair, known here as 
“Kuchmagate” may prove a turning point for 
Ukraine. It has already cost the President his 
pliant majority in parliament and sparked out- 
rage abroad. Once praised for dismantling 
Ukraine ‘s nuclear arsenal, Kuchma is now 
denounced in Western capitals as a quasi-dic- 
tator. 

Stung by the criticism, the President has 
turned to Russia, signing a series of economic 
integration deals with Moscow. Some fear 
Ukraine — along with Belarus, Moldova and 
other former Soviet states — will drift fur- 
ther back into Russia’s orbit, eventually end- 
ing up as an informal colony. With Russia now 
reasserting its power, that scenario is not en- 
tirely out of the question. Ukraine is heavily 


dependent on its former master for energy: 
Moreover, 20% of its population — includ- 
ing Kuchma himself — is ethnic Russian. And 
thanks to Sovietization, Russian remains the 
lingua franca everywhere except in the west- 
ern part of the country. 

After 10 years of pseudo-reforms, many 
Ukrainians have reached the same conclusion 
as many Russians: that democracy and free 
markets are a ticket to mass poverty. Yet oth- 
ers have not lost faith in Westernization. By 
setting up non-government organizations or 
small businesses, they hope to modernize 
Ukraine. 

Take Ivan Malkovych. The 39-year-old poet 
runs a publishing house specializing in chil- 
dren’s books. From his office in Kyiv, where 
portraits of cartoon animals hang on the walls, 
he employs five full-time staff and more than 
a dozen freelance illustrators and authors. Last 
year, he published 10 titles and sold 70,000 
books. Like other members of Ukraine’s 
fledgling middle class, Malkovych reinvests 
in his company and has bought an apartment 
for his family. 

“Though it is hard to do business in 
Ukraine, I am trying,” he says. “I may be a 
foolish patriot but I believe Ukraine can be- 
come more Western.” To do so, though, the 
country needs root-and-branch reform, start- 
ing with a clear-out at the top. Yet ousting 
Kuchma and his cronies will not be easy. 

Stiff opposition in parliament is not enough, 
say analysts, unless tens of thousands of pro- 
testers take to the streets, as they did earlier 
this year to topple Slobodan Milosevic in 
Yugoslavia. Some think that will happen when 
the Gongadze funeral is held in the coming 
weeks, especially if more tapes incriminat- 
ing Kuchma are released. Others are not so 
sure. Ukrainians are unnerved by confronta- 
tion, and standing up for the common good is 
still a relatively new concept. The streets have 
been quiet since the crackdown in eariy 
March. 

“People in the West say “Why don’t you 
rise up?” but you cannot go shouting in the 
street here because nobody will join you and 
you will be beaten up by the police,” says 
Anton Seniuk, a university student. “Ukrain- 
ians are fatalistic, they prefer to wait and see 
what happens.” 4 

Even if that is true, Kuchma is clearly un- 
settled by the rumbling discontent. He has 
made concessions, firing his interior minister 
and the head of the security services. He has 
also agreed to round-table talks with the op- 
position, which wants his resignation and 
more power for parliament. 

Pressure will grow if the opposition, still 
fractured and unsure, finds a strong leader. 
The leading candidate for that role has long 
been Viktor Yushchenko, the reformist Prime 
Minister. But many think he lacks the cha- 
risma to mobilize the nation. He may also be 
too scared to challenge the status quo: three 
years ago, his mentor was assassinated. Some 
activists are now looking to Yulia 
Tymoshenko, 40, the former deputy minister 
who made a fortune in the shady gas sector. 
In February, following her bold efforts to clean 
up the corrupt energy industry, she was fired 
and then arrested on corruption charges. 

But Tymoshenko was released from jail last 
month on medical grounds and has warded 
off attempts to re-arrest her. Hailed by sup- 
porters as a Ukrainian Margaret Thatcher, she 
is increasingly seen as a viable challenger to 
Kuchma. 

So as spring blooms, and warmer winds 
blow in from the Black Sea, Ukraine stands 
at a crossroads. Will Kuchma and the oli- 
garchs keep their stranglehold on the coun- 
try, or will reformers take over and drag 
Ukraine towards the West? Whatever hap- 
pens, the road to recovery will be long and 
hard. 

“This country needs a revolution from top 
to bottom,” says one Kyiv-based academic. 
“Even if Kuchma goes, it will take at least a 
generation to build a Ukraine people can be 
proud of.” 
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HTN probes possibility of creating 
film and T.V. Institute in L.A 


(HTN)—The Hollywood Trident Network met at the 
Faculty Center of UCLA on April 3 to discuss the pos- 
sibility of creating a film institute in Los Angeles at 
one of the universities here. 

Special guest Dr. Roman Petryshyn, Director of the 
Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) 
at Grant MacEwan College in Edmonton participated 
in the proceedings. The dinner meeting discussed sev- 
eral aspects of the proposed institute seeking to clarify 
the Network’s vision for the institution and how the 
project might be accomplished. 

The meeting began with an outline presented by Dr. 
Petryshyn of how the URDC was created at Grant 
MacEwan College. This gave the participants a sense 
of the direction that has to be taken and a better grasp 
of the realities entailed in creating such institutions in- 
cluding the challenges of finding the finances for them. 
Dr, Petryshyn has agreed to submit a written summary 
of his remarks, including his comments for the future 
institute to the Network to help move the project along. 

Peter Borisow summarized the Network’s previous 
discussions on this theme touching on the Ukrainian 
community’s needs for better access to the media and 
such roles as new film development, archives of Ukrain- 
ian film heritage, scholarships and film student and pro- 
fessor exchanges. Andriy Semotiuk summarized the 
UCLA criteria for creating programs of this nature 
which start at $50,000 for an endowment to teach a 
course and go up to $20 million for a centre housed in 
a building on campus. 

The discussion then turned to what the proposed in- 
stitute could be and what it should look like. 

Firstly, the participants agreed that the new institu- 
tion should be focused and work only in those areas 
not currently addressed elsewhere. They felt that while 
the whole field of arts and entertainment were possible 
areas of work, the new institute should concentrate only 
on the areas of film and television. Areas such as mu- 
sic, dance, ballet and opera should be beyond the insti- 
tute’s mandate since they are dealt with elsewhere in 
the community. 

In regard to the size of the institute, it was felt we 
had to start small, possibly by offering to provide the 
resources to have UCLA or USC teach some film 


courses, and to move along from there up the ladder as 
the institution grows in strength. The discussion also 
considered whether the new centre should be Ukrain- 
ian and local or national, or Eastern European and in- 
ternational in nature. 

The conclusion reached was that the new centre’s 
work should be international in scope, yet controlled 
by Ukrainians since ultimately they will be the ones 
who will ensure its survival and care most about its 
existence. However, it was felt that the creation of an 
ethno-centric institution would really work at cross 
purposes to our goals since both the funding for and 
the ultimate stature of the institute will depend on its 
capacity to reach out to others — particularly Eastern 
Europeans. 

To the degree that the institute can be seen as an 
Eastern European doorway to Hollywood — to that 
degree it will rise in prominence and prestige in Hol- 
lywood and overseas. And to that degree the Ukrain- 
ian diaspora and Ukraine will benefit. The institute 
should play the role of facilitator not only to Ukrain- 
ian film makers, but to all film makers from Eastern 
Europe. The engagement of the latter elements in the 
institute’s work will be the best guarantee of its long 
term viability. 

Television is a natural complement to film and there- 
fore should also be included in the institute’s work. 

It was proposed that, failing any major contribution 
of funds to this project that could result in the donor’s 
name being given to the institution, the new institute 
should be called the Dovzhenko Institute in honor of 
Ukraine’s pioneer film maker and the legacy to the film 
world he left behind. Participants active in film circles 
confirmed that Dovzhenko is a name well recognized 
in the film world. It was further felt that in view of the 
resources available at UCLA and the level of support 
we have enjoyed there to date, this would likely be the 
place to start our efforts in this regard. 

The discussions concluded in agreement that a work- 
ing document recording these views and outlining a 
plan of action is the starting point for our initiative. 
The meeting concluded with the conviction that the 
project is realizable and that the document involved 
should be developed as soon as possible. 


Ukrainian Voice to launch historical video 


(Ukrainian Voice)—The “Ukrainian Voice” newspa- 
per, established in 1910 in Winnipeg, will be launching 
a 90th anniversary video of its history. 

The video is entitled “Headlines: 90 Years of the 
Ukrainian Voice Weekly (1910-2000)”. The video 
presents the historical background to the newspaper and 
indirectly also the history of Ukrainians in Canada. 

The official unveiling will take place on May 6, 2001 
at 2:00 p.m. at R.B. Russell High School Auditorium, 
364 Dufferin Ave, in Winnipeg. 

The video producer is Bill Wsiaki, a well known 
award winning videographer. He carefully chose his- 
toric film footage and included over 200 historic pic- 
tures in the video. Also a number of historic scenes were 
recreated. 


The video in addition includes footage of interviews 
with 12 prominent Ukrainian Canadian scholars and 
community members. The video is 72 minutes in 
length. 

The video “Headlines” was made possible due to 
the funding of the Millennium 2000 Fund and the gen- 
erous donations of subscribers and friends of the news- 
paper across Canada. 

The Video Launch will be an important event in the 
life of the Ukrainian Canadian community as well as 
the multicultural community. All are invited to this 
important event. 

For further information phone Dr. Roman Yereniuk, 
Vice Chair of the Board, at 586-7089 or 589-5871 or 
by email <yereniuk@umanitoba.ca>. 


St. Vladimir’s College students to perform 


(St. Vladimir’s College)—The students of St. 
Vladimir’s College in Roblin, MB, as part of their an- 
nual promotion-of-the-school-tour, will be performing 
at concerts in the following cities: 

¢ Flin Flon, МВ, on Wed., May 2, at 7 p.m., at the 
R.H. Channing Auditorium, 

» The Pas, МВ, on Thurs., May 3 at 7:30 p.m., at the 
Mary Duncan School. 

In addition, the students will sing Masses in: 

e The Pas, on Егі., May 4 at 9 a.m., at the Holy Ghost 
Ukrainian Catholic Church on 78-1st Street and 

¢ Russell, MB, on Sun., May 6 at 9:00 a.m., at St. 
Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church and at 11 a.m., at 


St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall - a Mini- 
Concert. 

We encourage all parents and their children to at- 
tend these performances. Your attendance will not only 
support the honest efforts of these talented young 
Ukrainian students, but will help you consider St. 
Vladimir’s College as the school of choice, for your 
children’s future High-School education. 

St. Vladimir’s College is a Ukrainian Catholic pri- 
vate high school for boys with a boarding facility for 
grades 9-12 located in a rural setting in Roblin, which 
is approximately 4 hours from Winnipeg or one hour 
from Dauphin, due west. 


Bahanets wants to discipline Pechersk judge 


(Eastern Economist)—Deputy Prosecutor General 
Oleksiy Bahanets intends to initiate an appeal to the 
judicial assembly for bringing disciplinary proceedings 
against Kyiv’s Pecherskiy district court judge Mykola 
Zamkovenko, who ruled to release Batkivshchyna party 
leader Yulia Tymoshenko March 28. 

Bahanets said on April 5 that Zamkovenko has com- 
mitted numerous violations in examining suits against 
the latest decisions of the PG office on cases of recog- 
nizing Myroslava and Lesya Gongadze, the wife and 
mother of missing journalist Heorhiy Gongadze as ag- 
grieved parties, as well as on changing measures to 


detain Tymoshenko. 

Meanwhile, that same day, President Leonid Kuchma 
signed decrees dismissing three judges for violations 
of the judge’s oath: Hennadiy Savchyn from the 
Rohatyn region of Ivano-Frankivsk oblast, Volodymyr 
Yaremenko, the judge of Volodymyr region of Rivne 
oblast and Thor Tsysar Deputy Chair of Moskovskiy 
district of Kyiv. 

Two other judges, Mykola Dubyvko of the 
Kirovohrad oblast court and Volodymyr Holovachev 
of the Oratovskiy district of Vinnytsia oblast, were re- 
leased after they asked to resign. 
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Kuchma defends opposition radio? 


(RFE/RL)—The German press agency dpa reported on April 13 that 
President Leonid Kuchma instructed the National Council for Television 
and Radio to make a second review of the debts of Kyiv’s Radio Kontinent 
before rescinding its broadcasting frequency. 

Earlier in the day, Mykyta Poturaev, the deputy head of the council, 
declared that Radio Kontinent’s frequency would be given to another sta- 
tion because the station has failed to repay a 400,000 hryvni (approxi- 
mately US$30,000 at the time) credit it received from a state bank in 1996. 

Radio Kontinent Director Serhiy Sholokh said his station will appeal 
the decision, which he said is politically motivated. | 

The independent Radio Kontinent has original music programs but 
rebroadcasts news from Deutsche Welle, the BBC, and the Voice of 
America. 


Omelchenke reports оп US investigation 


(Eastern Economist)—Verkhovna Rada deputy Heorhiy Omelchenko 
reported that the US launched a pre-trial investigation concerning five 
persons from President Leonid Kuchma’s entourage, with three of them 
already prohibited from entering the US. 

He added that he travelled to the US and transferred materials concern- 
ing the relation of Ukraine’s officials to money laundering through US 
banks. 

Omelchenko obtained these materials during his chairmanship of the 
Rada Commission investigating money laundering, which has now been 
dissolved. ‘ 

Omelchenko added that he will disclose the names of the individuals as 
soon as the investigation in the US has preliminary results. 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


11708-135A Street, Edmonton, Alberta Т5М 115 


We specialize in travel and tours to UKRAINE 
and escorted group tours around the world 


Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 
780-415-5633 Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


| UKRAINE TOUR - Aug. 6-21. We have only a few seats left on 1 
' our 16 day all-inclusive escorted group tour to Ukraine. 1 


: Call us for a detailed brochure. i 


1 We specialize in arranging individual travel itineraries, plus escorted all- 1 
1 inclusive group tours, to and throughout Ukraine. Let us take the stress out of 1 
1 your travel plans. Our seasoned team of Canadian and Ukrainian staff are 1 
' always close by, assisting with every aspect of your trip. You get to enjoy only ! 

the most pleasant memories, unmarred by modern travel hassles and snags. : 


Year round escorted group tours to the world's Sun and Fun spots with \ 
meticulous attention to detail. ' 


1 COUNTRY MUSIC TOUR - Oct. 6-18. This is our annual tour to ; 
1 Nashville, Branson and New Orleans. This one fills up quickly. 
Ай tours escorted by Robert and/or Patricia Tomkins. 
Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Hour Zabava Program on Winnipeg's 810 
CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 
Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 
http://www.tourukraine.com _ e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 


UKRAINIAN TV NETWORK 


KYIV, LVIV 
Philadelphia, Chicago, Sacramento 
Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, Alberta, Manitoba 


ities ! 
inking ОЧ" communt 


Watch us on the WEB ! 
www. infoukes.com 
tel: 1800 KONTAKT - fax: 416 762 4880 


e-mail: klufas@kontakt.ca 
2118A Bloor St. W. Toronto, Ont. М65 1M8 


БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 
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Government offers guarantees 


to power company buyers 


(Ukrainian News Agency)—At an extraordinary meeting on April 7, 
the Cabinet of Ministers approved a directive that officials believe will 
make Ukraine’s energy sector more attractive to foreign investors. 

According to First Deputy Prime Minister Yury Yekhanurov, the Cabi- 
net originally planned to deliver a statement on the steps it would take to 
create more favorable conditions for the purchase of the country’s debt- 
ridden power supply companies, or oblenergos. 

However, following the advice of Credit Suisse First Boston, the gov- 
егптепі"5 adviser on power company privatizations, the Cabinet instead 
decided to issue a 12-point directive outlining measures the government 
said it will take to meet conditions investors have set if they are going to 
take part in the privatization of Ukrainian power companies, Yekhanurov 
said. 

In the directive, which Cabinet members signed in the presence of CSFB 
representatives, power supply companies will have the right to suspend 
electricity supplies to consumers if consumers fail to timely pay for elec- 
tricity. 

It also says that the government guarantees settlements with regional 
power supply companies for electricity supplies to the various categories 
of electricity consumers to whom the government has granted privileges 
or subsidies. 

The directive stipulates that if 100 percent of the subsidy costs is not 
paid from the state budget, the debt resulting from the subsidies will be 
transferred to the Energorynok wholesale electricity enterprise, which will 
offset the debt against payments for electricity bought by the power com- 
panies. 

The Cabinet of Ministers also agreed to restructure the debts of the 
regional power supply companies that are intended for privatization. The 
debts owed by these power companies as of the date that an agreement is 
signed for their sale will be restructured instead of the debt they owed as 
of Jan. 1, as was previously planned. 

The directive also approves procedures drafted by the National Elec- 
tricity Regulation Commission for determining electricity transmission 
and supply tariffs. 

These procedures provide for raising the current tariffs by an average 
of 10-11 percent and raising the profitability rate of power companies to 
17 percent. 

CSFB representatives present at the signing said that the investment 
bank was unable to predict to what extent investors would be pleased with 
the directive’s measures. 

“Tt is difficult to say. Further consultations with [investors] are neces- 
sary,” said Serhy Sivoplias, one of the bank’s representatives. 

At the same time, Sivoplias said that the new method for determining 
tariffs for electricity supply and transmission only partially meets with 
investors demands. One of the main demands of investors has been the 
adoption of new procedures for determining such tariffs and raising their 
amounts. 

Other investor demands are the abolition of all bans on disconnecting 
electricity supplies to debtors and restructuring power company debts. 

The state has thus far relinquished control of seven out of Ukraine’s 27 
power supply companies. 


Space centre at Shkolniy to close 


(Eastern Economist)—The Ukrainian government has decided to close 
down the space centre located in the village of Shkolniy near Simferopol. 

The centre’s equipment will be dismantled and taken out of the village 
by June. 

The Crimean government is planning to assign this building to a mental 
asylum, which will be able to treat 450 patients. 

The space centre, which directed the first satellites from Earth that went 
to the Moon, Venus, Mars, assisted Yuriy Gagarin’s flight, and was in- 
volved in the work on the Soyuz Apollon and Buran programs, has re- 
cently been working with Ukraine’s only satellite called Sich. 
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The 2001 field placement students under the Canadian Business Management Program of Grant MacEwan 


College. 


Take Canadian business ethics 
back to Ukraine, students told 


(UkrNews)—Students complet- 
ing field placement in Canada 
should use what they learn here in 
order to help change the corrupt 
business practices in Ukraine, the 
second group of students complet- 
ing their placement in Canada un- 
der the Canadian Business Manage- 
ment Program of Grant MacEwan 
College were told at a special recep- 
tion for them, April 2. 

“Take back home that business in 
Canada operates with a lot of integ- 
rity and that there are no paybacks,” 
said John Chomiak, speaking for the 
Board of Directors of the Ukrainian 
Foundation for College Education 
(UFCE). 

He told the six participants of the 
field placement program that he was 
impressed with them and hoped that 
people like them may eventually 
change the situation in Ukraine. 

“Over time it’s going to change 
and we have to be patient. What you 
have to take back is that we Canadi- 
ans are honest people and that we 
value ethics in business,” he added. 

GMC’s Canadian Business Man- 
agement Program trains students in 
Ukraine on aspects of business man- 
agement. This includes field place- 
ments, most of which are held in 
Ukraine. 

However, the students can also 


apply for field placements in 
Canada. 

This years groups consisted of: 

Volodymyr Haidash, who gradu- 
ated from the Taras Shevchenko 
University of Kyiv with a B.A. and 
an M.A. He was later employed by 
the university’s Office of Interna- 
tional Relations as a translator and 
interpreter. Volodymyr works in the 
British embassy in Kyiv as a Press 
and Public Affairs assistant and has 
also served as Visa Section assist- 
ant at the embassy. He fulfilled his 
Canadian fieldwork placement re- 
quirement with the Crowne Plaza - 
Chateau Lacombe. 

Volodymyr Khalupko, who 
graduated from the Taras Shev- 
chenko University of Kyiv major- 
ing in Economics. In addition to his 
undergraduate degree, Volodymyr 
completed post-graduate courses in 
Accounting and Finance. Since 
1998, he has been employed with 
the Ukrainian law firm where he is 
an accountant. Volodymyr worked 
with Alberta Treasury, Banking and 
Securities Administration to com- 
plete the fieldwork placement re- 
quirement for his diploma. 

Inna Kotsyubska, who is a gradu- 
ate of Kyiv’s National economics 
University where she majored in 
Finance and Credit and received a 
Master’s degree in Business Admin- 
istration. Her employment experi- 
ence includes work in the account- 
ing and financial departments of 
Oriflame Ukraine, Arthur-Agro, 
Duncan-Kiev, and Antekbank. Her 
fieldwork placement was with 
Canada Trust in Edmonton. 


Nataliya Koshil, who graduated 
from the Drahomanov National 
pedagogical University’s Natural 
Geography program with teacher’s 
certification i Biology, Chemistry, 
Valeology and Ecology. Her field- 
work placement experience in Ed- 
monton was with the Edmonton 
Civic Employees Credit Union. 

Marina Shuvayeva, who com- 
pleted a degree at Kyiv State Uni- 
versity, Faculty of Linguistics where 
she specialized in Spanish and Eng- 
lish language and literature. She has 
also taken courses in Finance and 
Interpersonal Management Skills. 
Her work experience includes finan- 
cial management and administration 
for the Ukrainian representative of- 
fice of Novo Nordisk A/S (Den- 
mark), a pharmaceutical production 
company. Marina’s fieldwork place- 
ment was with HSBC Bank Canada. 

Oleksandr Surzhyk, who gradu- 
ated from Kyiv Polytechnical Insti- 
tute with a specialization in Indus- 
trial Heat Power Engineering and 
Power Economy. He also completed 
courses in Accounting and PC Au- 
tomatization of Accounting. Olek- 
sandr’s professional experience in- 
cludes computer programming and 
accounting for the “Kyjvavtotrans- 
service” Joint Stock company of 
Kyiv. He completed his fieldwork 
placement requirement with Cana- 
dian National Railways in Edmon- 
ton. 

Joanne Christie, Fieldwork Coor- 
dinator for the Business Manage- 
ment Program gave an overview of 
the program itself, while Dr. Paul J. 
Byrne, President of GMC brought 
greetings from the college. 

He said GMC is very proud to 
make a little difference in the lives 
of people in Ukraine. 


Supreme Court rules in 
favour of JP Kenny 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine’s Supreme Court has approved an ap- 
peal by British JP Kenny Exploration & Production Ltd. regarding the 
State Property Fund’s move to expropriate a 49% stake in Poltava Oil and 
Gas Company, which belongs to JPK. 

The court, on April 5, ruled that the stake be returned to JPK and that 
JPK be given back its places on the company’s board. 

The issue of the 26% stake in Poltava Oil and Gas, which earlier be- 
longed to PoltavaGasProm was left undecided, allowing the issue to be 
resolved through talks without harming the company. 

The SPF accused JPK of not fulfilling its investment obligations. 

JPK is a wholly-owned UK subsidiary of JKX and uses JKX as its trad- 
ing name in Ukraine. 
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Ukraine’s steel industry 


(JF Monitor—The Russian government has arm- 
twisted Ukraine into accepting stringent limitations on 
steel pipe exports to Russia, the main market for that 
Ukrainian product. 

Protection of Russian steel pipe producers is only one 
motivation, and perhaps not the principal one, behind 
Moscow’s action. 

The apparent broader aim is to push Ukraine’s steel 
industry to the brink of bankruptcy and render the choice 
plants vulnerable to Russian takeover bids in a follow- 
up stage. 

In a tense, ten-hour negotiating session in Moscow 
on April 10, Prime Ministers Mikhail Kasyanov and 
Viktor Yushchenko agreed that Ukraine would limit 
steel pipe exports to Russia to 485,000 tons this year. 
The figure matches Moscow’s initial negotiating gam- 
bit, which Kyiv had sought in vain to change. Russia 
maximized the pressure on the Ukrainians by raising 
two unrelated issues: that of Ukrainian arrears for gas 
and that of the Russian goal to link up the Russian and 
Ukrainian electrical power systems. By assenting un- 
der pressure to the restrictive quota for steel, 
Yushchenko and President Leonid Kuchma gained a 
temporary reprieve on the debt front. 

Kuchma had urged that assent before Yushchenko’s 
Moscow visit and approved the result afterward. Deputy 
Prime Minister Oleh Dubyna, like Yushchenko, opposed 
the restrictive quota, but ultimately acceded under pres- 
sure. 

Dubyna cited the risk of losing some 50,000 jobs in 
the steel industry if Ukraine rejects Russia’s demand. 
That linkup would further increase Ukraine’s already 
heavy dependence on Russian energy supplies. Kuchma 
reluctantly supports the move. Yushchenko opposes it. 

Moscow has directed the restrictive measures solely 
at the Ukrainian steel industry: Other foreign suppliers 
to Russia are not affected. According to Russian statis- 
tics, Ukraine exported some 770,000 to 790,000 tons 
of steel pipe of various types to Russia in 2000. The 
figure amounts to a 17-percent share of the Russian 
market, but makes up approximately 60 percent of 
~~ Ukraine’s total steel pipe exponts of 1.25 million tons 
in 2000. 

Meanwhile, those exports form a perennial object of 
anti-dumping investigations in Western Europe and 
North America — a situation which further increases 
Ukraine’s dependence on the Russian market. 

In February of this year, Russia’s Pipe Producers Fund 
— the relevant industry lobby — asked the govern- 
ment to impose either high tariffs or quantitative limi- 
tations on Ukrainian steel pipe of all types. The state- 
controlled Gazprom company, however, requested а 
partial exemption for Ukraine’s Khartsyz plant, рго- 
ducer of anti-corrosion coated, large-diameter pipe of 
up to 1,420 millimeters — a type Gazprom needs, and 
the production of which has long posed difficult prob- 
lems for Russian industry. 

Last month, the Russian government publicly de- 
manded that Ukraine slash steel pipe exports to Russia 


to 480,000 tons annually, effective immediately. Fail- 
ing Ukrainian compliance, Moscow threatened to im- 
pose a 40-percent tariff surcharge on Ukrainian steel 
pipes, with the partial exception of Khartsyz which 
faced a 20-percent surcharge. The surcharges would 
instantly price most types of this Ukrainian product 
out of the Russian market. The quantitative limitations, 
however, could usher in a period of agony for the 
Ukrainian plants, starving them of reinvestment funds 
and reducing their market value, preparatory to takeo- 
vers on the cheap by Russian oligarchic capital. Such 
takeovers can even be portrayed as a rescue as a way 
to make them look politically acceptable in Ukraine. 
The partial reprieve on Khartsyz is conditional on the 
sale of part of its stock to Russian interests. Failing 
that, the plant would come under the full brunt of Rus- 
sian import restrictions. The plant, situated in the 
Luhansk Region, with an output capacity of 1.5 mil- 
lion tons annually, is 77 percent state-owned and tops 
the list of plants subject to privatization. The Ukrain- 
ian authorities are now seeking a privatization method 
which would keep the controlling interest in Ukrain- 
ian hands. 

Russian President Vladimir Putin sought Kuchma’s 
consent to a Russian takeover of Khartsyz when the 
two presidents met in February in Dnipropetrovsk. But 
Russian capital is interested in a number of Ukrainian 
steel plants. The Southern Pipe plant in Nikopol, for 
example, is the sole large-scale Ukrainian producer in 
Ukraine and one of the leading producers in the CIS of 
steel pipes for geological prospecting equipment, high- 
pressure boilers and pumps, and compressor installa- 
tions. According to its management, the Russian im- 
port restrictions could be fatal for the plant. Once de- 
prived of its main market, the state-owned operation 
would be difficult to privatize with bona-fide Western 
capital, and would lay wide open for acquisition by 
Russian capital on terms that the latter could dictate. 

The rescue of this Ukrainian sector could theoreti- 
cally be achieved through a westward reorientation of 
exports. That option seems, however, unrealistic and 
probably unavailable because of protective measures 
in the West itself. Even outside the European Union, 
national steel producers in some of the former Comecon 
(defunct, Soviet-led economic bloc] countries seek to 
keep that sector alive through protectionism. Ukraine’s 
neighbors Romania and Slovakia, for example, have 
mainly for thatreason sharply curtailed their traditional 
import of Ukrainian steel products. Planned acquisi- 
tions of Ukrainian steel plants form a part of Russia’s 
broader political strategy toward Ukraine. 

With Kuchma politically enfeebled and Yushchenko 
under attack by Ukrainian oligarchic groups out of the 
president’s control, Russian capital has acquired sev- 
eral choice plants in Ukraine in recent months. If the 
trend continues, then — as the Ukrainian commenta- 
tor Vyacheslav Pikhovshek recently remarked — it may 
not much matter any longer for whom the Ukrainians 
cast their ballots in elections. 


Shakhtar beats Dynamo in battle of the giants 


(Wertep Football/Ukrainian Soccer News)—Shakhtar 
Donetsk produced a stunning display of counter-attack- 
ing to defeat eight-times champions Dynamo Kyiv in 
front of a Ukrainian record attendance of 74,000 at the 
Olympic Stadium, April 7. 

This was the game everyone had been waiting for 
since the start of the spring season. Home side Kyiv 
had opened up a two-point gap over main rivals 
Shakhtar and were expected to increase that lead. 

However, the packed crowd instead witnessed Afri- 
can duo Julius Aghahowa and Assan Ndiaye score the 
goals that gave the visitors a 2-1 win. 

The two giants of Ukrainian football, who both par- 
ticipated in this year’s Champions’ League, produced а 
sparkling game with plenty of chances at both ends. 

Shakhtar, who had only been able to draw with 
Metalurh Zaporizhia in the last round, started brightly 
as Dynamo sat back and checked out their opponents. 

The home team then began to prod at the visitors’ 
defence and took the lead after a spell of sustained pres- 
sure. The Shakhtar defence failed to handle Laslo 
Bodnar’s cross with Dainjus Gleveckas the main cul- 
prit and newcomer Olexandr Melashchenko gave Kyiv 
the lead on 17 minutes. 

Shakhtar, too, had chances and Vorobei should have 
scored after 25 minutes. But the League’s leading scorer 
hoofed his shot high when through on goal. 

Dynamo felt they should have had a penalty on 29 
Minutes when Ndiaye appeared to floor midfielder 


Florin Cernat, but the referee waved away the appeals. 
Cernat then squandered a good chance to double the 
lead when he headed wide from a fine position. 

Shakhtar responded by putting on attacking defender 
Mykhailo Starostiak for Glevetskas and the new man 
ably supported Henadi Zubov in midfield. This move 
enabled Shakhtar to score twice in three minutes to 
turn the game on its head. 

Both goals came from right-hand crosses and it was 
Shakhtar’s new African recruits who converted them, 
Aghahowa scoring on 50 minutes and Ndiaye adding 
a second three minutes later. 

Dynamo decided to throw everything forward and 
pegged the visitors back, although Shakhtar kept the 
champions honest with some fluent counter-attacks. 

Kyiv’s best chance to equalize came with two min- 
utes remaining. Valiantsin Bialkevich arrived unmarked 
with only Yuri Virt to beat, but the Shakhtar keeper 
made himself look enormous and saved. 

Shakhtar now lead the championship with 40 points, 
one ahead of Dynamo, with nine games remaining. It 
would be a major shock if Shakhtar won the title as 
Kyiv have won the eight championships in a row. 

In fact, Tavria Simferopol are the only other team to 
have lifted the trophy, when they finished top in 1992. 
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f Ukraine finishes modernizing 


world’s biggest plane 


Ukrainian aviation workers have finished modernization of the world’s 
biggest airplane and plan to send it on its first test flight on April 17, 
Associated Press reported, citing an official on April 9. 

The work was completed April 8 and the An-225 Мпіуа is presently 
undergoing ground tests, said Kostiantyn Lyshakov, executive director of 
Antonov Airlines. 

The project was carried out by the Kyiv-based Antonov aviation design 
bureau and Ukraine’s Motor-Sych company. It cost the two companies up 
to US$20 million, the Interfax news agency reported. Last year designers 
had said it would make its first flight in January. 

The six-engine plane, which has a wingspan of 88.4 metres, first flew in 
1988 and was intended to transport the former Soviet Union’s Buran space 
shuttle. The plane was grounded after the Buran program was canceled. 

Antonov officials expect the single rebuilt An-225 to be presented at 
the Le Bourget international aviation show in France in June. They are 
hoping that Mriya, capable of carrying 250 metric tons of cargo a distance 
of 4,500 kilometres, will be in demand on the growing international mar- 
ket for non-standard cargo transportation. 


| Business Briefs 


Bumper grain crop expected 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine may collect the biggest crop of grains since 
1994 this year, or around 30 million tons, stated experts at the US Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, April 4. If so, the country’s grain exports may reach 
4 million tons, 3 million tons of which would be wheat. Such growth is 
expected to take place due to increased sowing of winter grain crops, as 
well as the small area of crops damaged this season. 


2001 WTO entrance a priority 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine reached agreement on 90% of the issues 
with World Trade Organization member-countries, concerning its entrance 
into the organization, said Economy Minister Vasyl Rohoviy, April 12. He 
added that entrance into WTO is one of Ukraine’s priorities for 2001. WTO’s 
meeting on Ukraine’s membership is to be held in June 2001. However, 
there are seven obstacles including canceling the sunseed, leather, non- 
ferrous metal scrap export duties and protection of intellectual property. 


Obolon increases exports 

(Eastern Economist)—Exports by the Obolon brewery increased by 50% 
in the first quarter of 2001, reported the company’s press service, April 
10. Obolon is exporting 15% of its production, with the main export item 
being light beer and non-alcoholic beverages. The company is exporting 
its products to Britain, the US, Germany, Israel, Canada, France, Estonia 
and Russia. 


Odesa-Brody to go further west 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine is interested in linking the Odesa-Brody 
pipeline to Slovakia’s section of the Druzhba pipeline by year-end, said 
Foreign Minister Anatoliy Zlenko, April 11. Odesa-Brody is planned to be 
finished and become operational in the summer of 2001. Currently, talks 
with Caspian oil producers are being held, to fill the pipeline with oil. 


Yushchenko seeks oil for pipeline 

(Eastern Economist)—Premier Viktor Yushchenko stated on April 9 that 
the government plans to meet Caspian oil owners in the second half of 
April. The meeting will discuss possible strategic contracts for filling the 
Odesa-Brody pipeline with oil for several years in a row. Yushchenko 
added that all Caspian companies are convinced that the Odesa-Brody 
line can be profitable. Ukraine has already completed talks with the Euro- 
pean Commission and the European Energy Department, both of which 
reported that the project is important. 


Mexico interested in planes 

(Eastern Economist)—Mexico has expressed interest in purchasing an 
order of Ukrainian-made An-3, An-3TK and An-32-TP aircraft, said 
Antonov aviation enterprise representatives, April 17. Mexican agricul- 
tural companies Prynsa, AC and Fumigadores Del Norte plan to purchase 
15-40 aircraft. 
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(JF Monitor)—The April 2 release of ardent oppositionist 
and former Deputy Premier for Fuel and Energy Yulia 
Tymoshenko has seemingly consolidated Ukraine’s anti-presi- 
dential protesters. 

The National Salvation Forum (NSF), which Tymoshenko 
had co-founded before her arrest in February, has approved 
her idea of a referendum of non-confidence in President 
Leonid Kuchma and taken other oppositionist groups under 
its organizational wing. 

On the day of her release, Tymoshenko announced that her 
main goal would be to oust the president from office. 

“Ukraine must understand clearly that it has no future with 
President Kuchma,” she said, speaking from the hospital, to 
which she had been admitted for a stomach ulcer. 

Some papers explained her ostentatious radicalism and haste 
to action by a desire to disperse rumors attributing her re- 
lease to a backstage agreement with the president. They were 
wrong. On April 3, Tymoshenko gave a no-less-radical inter- 
view to Moscow’s Izvestia, saying that she would participate 
in the presidential election. The wording was deliberately 
vague, however, and it was not clear whether she wants to 
run herself or back another candidate. She also spoke against 
the anti-Kuchma street protests, saying that they were not 
enough to make him resign. She then announced a new, more 
sophisticated action plan: to remove the president through 
popular referendum. 

Other oppositionist leaders embraced this suggestion. On 
April 5, two radical wings of the non-communist opposition 
— Ukraine Without Kuchma, the organization coordinating 
street protests, and For Truth, the student forum — agreed 
that NSF would henceforth coordinate their activities. On 
April 7, this united democratic opposition announced a change 


But not all united on referendum 


(Kyiv Post}—The council of the National Salvation Fo- 
rum during its sitting on April 9 decided to create a working 
group, which would review “all possible scenarios and con- 
sequences of [an anti-presidential] referendum,” 
Korrespondent.net reported. 

Citing Forum Internet newspaper, the report said that the 
idea of calling a national referendum to express non confi- 
dence in President Leonid Kuchma, pronounced by former 
Deputy Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on April 7, was 
severely criticized by the forum’s council. 

According to the Forum report, several NSF members say 
that the anti-Kuchma referendum idea could exhaust itself. 
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Opposition plans referendum оп Kuchma| Tymoshenko calls for 


of strategy, dropping the idea of negotiations with Kuchma 
as unrealistic, and announcing a no-confidence referendum 
as its goal. 

Tymoshenko, who came to the forum from the hospital, 
called on the NSF to organize referendum headquarters “in 
every condominium, at every university and factory.” 

Such a decisive change of course might narrow the basis of 
support for the opposition. It might leave the far-right organi- 
zations such as the Ukrainian National Assembly, which put 
a strong emphasis on street protests, disinterested in further 
cooperation with the NSF. It might also scare off the moder- 
ate right-wing NSF sympathizers in parliament, such as the 
Rukh and the Reforms and Order party, who are still, albeit 
only formally, members in the pro-presidential majority. These 
moderate groups supported the calls for dismissal of certain 
Kuchma’s henchmen — Prosecutor General Mykhaylo 
Potebenko and Tax Administration Chief Mykola Azarov, for 
example — but may be not ready to back a presidential im- 
peachment. At the same time, a referendum strategy will 
streamline the non-communist anti-presidential opponents, 
who so far have had no clearly defined strategy. 

The street protests lost momentum after the violence in Kyiv 
on March 9, and were not popularly supported anywhere out- 
side Kyiv, except in Lviv. Various polls show that, on the one 
hand, Kuchma is very unpopular, but that, on the other, Ukrain- 
іап5 are wary about radical means of protest, such as demon- 
strations. 

In launching a referendum, the NSF will try both to make 
the anti-Kuchma movement nationwide and to de-radicalize 
it. The opposition will certainly use a referendum as a cam- 
paign tool for the upcoming March 2002 parliamentary elec- 
tions. This was most likely the driving consideration behind 
the NSF decision. A referendum campaign is likely to boost 
the popularity of NSF leaders and the parties they represent, 
Tymoshenko and her Motherland party in particular. 

As to ousting Kuchma, Ukrainian laws make it virtually 
impossible to impeach a president through a referendum. Ac- 
cording to the constitution, signatures of no less than 3 mil- 
lion people in at least 18 of Ukraine’s 27 regions, with no less 
than 100,000 signatures in each region, should be collected 
to launch a referendum. 

The NSF hardly has financial or human resource for that. 
Moreover, it is up to the president to launch a referendum by 
signing a Corresponding decree. It would be naive to expect 
that Kuchma, who has recently confirmed that he would not 
resign until the next presidential elections (scheduled for 
2004), would sign any such document. 


uncompromising battle 
against Kuchma 


(Ukrainian News Agency/RFE/RL)—Former Deputy Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on April 8 called on the anti-presi- 
dential opposition to forget about holding negotiations with 
President Leonid Kuchma and wage an uncompromising bat- 
tle against him until he resigns. 

Speaking to an opposition congress, Tymoshenko, who is 
also the Batkivshchyna Party leader, told her audience that 
while the opposition has been losing ground, Kuchma and 
his allies have nearly regained their balance. 

“TKuchma’s resignation] is the only goal that needs to be 
pursued today,” Tymoshenko said, adding: “The president and 
the people around him have almost recovered from the po- 
litical blow, and they are returning to their customary life- 
styles step by step by sabotaging laws and making a mockery 
of the government of national trust.” 

Tymoshenko, who on April 11, left the hospital where she 
was undergoing medical treatment following over a month in 
jail on what she says are trumped up charges by her enemies, 
also said that the opposition was losing momentum and time. 

Tymoshenko said that Kuchma’s opponents should not re- 
act to the authorities’ attempts to lure them to the negotiating 
table. 

She said that she was also convinced that Kuchma would 
never discuss the opposition’s two key demands — his resig- 
nation and increasing the powers of parliament and the gov- 
ernment at the president s expense. 

“Please, tell me, where are the items of negotiation?” 
Tymoshenko said. “I believe that this is distancing us from 
the result that we desire.” 

Tymoshenko’s speech at the congress, her first since her 
February arrest by state prosecutors, was frequently applauded 
by opposition members. 

The Prosecutor-General’s Office has taken a precautionary 
measure regarding Tymoshenko by making her sign a pledge 
that she will not leave Kyiv, Tymoshenko’s lawyer Viktor 
Shvets told Interfax on April 4. 

Shvets added that Tymoshenko has left her two passports 
with the Prosecutor- General’s Office. 
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